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“What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, ‘You shall not covet.’ . . .  12So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.”     






Romans 7:7, 12
    “The real trouble with the unregenerate is that they do not know
      and understand the truth about sin.”       Martyn Lloyd-Jones

“The very word ’sin,’ which seems to have disappeared, was a proud word. It was once a strong word, an ominous and serious word. It described a central point in every civilized human being’s life plan and lifestyle. But the word went away. It has almost disappeared— the word, along with the notion. Why? Doesn’t anyone sin anymore? Doesn’t anyone believe in sin?”         Karl Menninger
When the most popular ‘preacher’ in America will not talk about sin to his gathered admirers— you know we’ve lost the language of sin in America today . . . however— we have not lost sin!
We have forgotten (if we ever knew) that it is God’s law that reveals our true spiritual/ moral condition.
Why the Law matters to you today:

(to rightly understand salvation and to rightly understand   

       growth as a Believer, we need to understand how the Law 
       of God fits into God’s redemptive plan both then AND now 
Romans 7:7ff—
 *vs 7-12, Paul talks about the nature of the law itself 
 *vs 13-25, he talks about the ongoing struggle of the believer in 
       the Christian life with sin 
Is the Law a Bad Thing?

  “What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means!...”
   -the law is not sin . . . it’s not sinful, it’s not evil, it’s not bad! 
   -he Law is not the problem . . . WE are the problem

The Law is actually a very good thing— here’s why:

Exposure: The Law of God and the Fact of Sin

“What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, ‘You shall not covet.’”     (v. 7)
=the law shows us precisely what sin is!
   -he means in the sense that the Law shows us how bad it really 
       is…where it leads…what it does

        --there is a general knowledge of sin in all people

        --Paul is talking about the REAL nature of sin

   (I really had no true understanding of sin until the law 

        enlightened me! 

 “O the perils of not knowing our sin! There is a great sadness that comes from not being saddened by knowing our sin. There is a great pain that comes to the soul and to the marriage and to the family and to the church and to the world from not tasting the pain of knowing our sin. There is a great self-destruction that comes from not experiencing the self-devastation of knowing our sin. There is an eternal loss that comes from not losing our pride in the knowledge of our sin.”






John Piper
(How do I know my sin . . . by knowing the Law

(until I ‘know’ the Law (really see the Law)— I don’t 

       really know how bad sin is--

  -the Law shows me just how far short I fall of the standard

  -it shows me what sin really is— just how sinful it really is!

  -it humbles me and crushes me – and until I see that, I don’t 

      understand sin…so I don’t see how wonderful Jesus is!!!!
(the law is like a mirror— it exposes me!

Have you seen the real you?

