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“What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! . . .  12So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.”     






Romans 7:7a, 12
“Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord!”







Psalm 119:1
  “… (there is a) biblical distinction between the promises of God and his 
    commands. A Christian obeys the law in the light of the gospel, but that 

    obedience is not the gospel. Christians live daily in view of the gratitude 

    and eternity-altering realities promised by the gospel. Yet even in our 

    cross-shaped obedience, a vital distinction always remains between 

    the law which we obey with gratitude and the gospel which we trust 

    for salvation.”     Eric Beach, ‘Preach the Gospel…and the Law’
    “I know of no part of the Holy Scriptures where the nature and 
      evidences of true godliness are so fully and largely insisted on 
      and delineated as in the 119th Psalm. The Psalmist declares his 
      design in the first verses of the Psalm, keeps his eye on it all along,
      and pursues it to the end . . . God’s Law— that grand expression 
      and emanation of the holiness of God’s nature, and prescription of 
      holiness to the creature— is all along represented as the great object 
      of the love, the complacence, and the rejoicing of the gracious nature, 
      which prizes God’s commandments ‘above gold, yea, the finest gold;’ 
      and to which they are ‘sweeter than honey and the honey-comb.’”             

 


--Jonathan Edwards, Religious Affections
        We have forgotten (if we ever knew) that it is God’s law 
            that reveals our true spiritual/ moral condition, it is 

                God’s Law that shows us what sin really is!
 *Rom 7:7-12, Paul talks about the nature of the law itself 
 *Rom 7:13-25, he talks about the ongoing struggle of the 
          believer in the Christian life with sin 
3 Reasons why the Law is matters even today— why it is a good 

    thing…a righteous and holy thing —

Exposure: The Law of God and the Fact of Sin
=the law shows us precisely what sin is and what I am
Provocation: The Law of God and the Power of Sin (vv. 8-10)
  (The Law shows me what I need)
“But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies dead. 9I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died.  10The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me.”



Romans 7:8-10 
=2 key phrases:

  (v. 8) “but sin, seizing an opportunity” – a ‘base of operation’

  (v. 9) “sin came alive” – ‘to wait in ambush’ 
That’s the power of sin demonstrated by the Law! That’s the provocative nature of the Law of God—  sin already in me is provoked by Law!
“Your law punishes theft, O Lord, as does the law written in the hearts of men that even wickedness cannot erase, for what thief will gladly bear another thief robbing him, even if he is rich and the one robbing him is in need? But I wanted to steal and I did, driven not by any need, but by a lack of regard for justice and an abundance of wickedness. For I stole something of which I had plenty and far better; nor did I seek to enjoy what I had stolen, only the theft and the sin itself. Near our vineyard was a pear tree heavy with fruit that did not tempt with either color or taste. Late one night, I and some wicked youths, still seeking fun in our usual haunts, as was our foul habit, set about to shake the pears off the tree and carry them away, taking with us a huge load, not to eat, but to throw to the pigs. If we ate a few of the pears, it was only to relish the wrongness of what we had done. Such was my heart, O God . .  .Let my heart tell You now what it sought there, being wicked for no reason and having no cause to do ill except wickedness itself. It was detestable. But I delighted in it.”           
Augustine, Confessions
 “Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and took some of every clean animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when the Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, ‘I will never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his youth . . .’”                Genesis 8:20-21a 
