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“The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me. 11 For 
sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me.”                            Romans 7:10-11 

“A person is smart. People are dumb, panicky dangerous animals and you know it.”                  -Agent K, Men in Black
‘There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilizations - these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub and exploit - immortal horrors or everlasting splendors’




-C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory

 “Many religious converts have a flash of temporary zeal, but after a while the flame burns out, and they return to the normalcy of ordinary life in this world. They choose comfort and security and live out their lives as nice people. Paul’s reversal— from persecutor of Christians to radical, risk-taking promoter of Christianity— did not burn out, His life was astounding in its single-minded devotion to the person and the cause he came to love— Jesus Christ and salvation by grace.”           
John Piper, Why I Love the Apostle Paul

The Law is actually a very good thing— and here’s why:

Exposure: The Law of God Shows Me What I Am (v. 7)
Provocation: The Law of God Shows Me What I Need (vv. 8-10)
Deception: Law shows WHY I have no hope apart from grace
Paul’s seeming contradiction— (v. 10)
‘The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me.’  (v. 10)
    “For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since
       through the law comes knowledge of sin.”        Romans 3:20

(Is there a Contradiction?  NO

   -did the commandment promise life? Yes, IF you could keep it!

   -what Paul is really saying in Romans 3:2o is this—

    ‘Listen, you will never be justified by keeping the Law because you 
     cannot keep it…what the Law does is show you that you can’t keep 
     it by showing you the deceptive nature of sin (the knowledge of sin)’
Paul’s surprising revelation— (v. 11)
   -there are echoes of Eden in Paul’s language

        “Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ 
          The woman said, ‘The serpent deceived me, and I ate.’”       Genesis 3:13

The Law is good because it shows the deceptive nature of sin—

   “The law was given that sin might be seen for what it is. Without 
      the law we would not recognize sin in its deepest evil; we would 
      not see it as rebellion against the command of God.”   

John Wesley

     “But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ‘today,’ that none 
        of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”              
Hebrews 3:13
     “The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power 
        and false signs and wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception for those    

        who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be 
        saved.”                                                      2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 

“[Deceit] consists in presenting unto the soul, or mind, things otherwise than they are, either in their nature, causes, effects, or present respect unto the soul. This is the general nature of deceit and it prevails many ways. It hides
 what ought to be seen and considered, conceals circumstances and    consequences, presents what is not, or things as they are not….it is a representation of a matter under disguise, hiding that which is undesirable, proposing that which is indeed not in it, that the mind may make a false judgment of it.”                  John Owen, Indwelling Sin
What this looks like practically— Sin uses the commandments to 
 deceive me (to lie to me) – in 2 general ways:

   1*you can’t do this – you can’t follow the commands of God– 
         you may as well forget just live for you (the pleasure of sin)
    (the deception of hopelessness relieved by self-indulgence  

  2*you can do this – you’ve got this – go ahead and show God
        that you’re just as good as the next guy 
    (the deception of hopefulness supported by self-righteousness 
