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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 78: The Enemy Within
Romans 7:13-25
August 18, 2019
“Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure. 14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.”                            Romans 7:13-15
The more I understand sin the more I will appreciate grace!
“He that wishes to attain right views about Christian holiness, must begin by examining the vast and solemn subject of sin. He must dig down very low if he would build very high . . . Wrong views about holiness are generally traceable to wrong views about human corruption . . . The plain truth is that a right knowledge of sin lies at the root of all saving Christianity.”






-J.C. Ryle, Holiness
(the NT teaches us that a Christian has 3 enemies—

     *the external enemy – the fallen world in which we live

     *the infernal enemy – the Devil (Satan)

     *the internal enemy – the enemy within – indwelling sin

(the Law actually shows us just how bad sin really is….
    -it is only when the Law exposes us (our true nature) showing 

        us how bad we really are that we become aware of and even 
        open to the Gospel

    -so— it wasn’t the Law that brought death…it was sin!

Paul’s major point here— 
Christians still sin (sometimes egregiously) after being saved!
*vs 13-25, Paul show us the ongoing struggle a Christian can 

        expect to have in the Christian life with sin!
   =Paul is the “I” in this passage
         “For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, 
           but I do the very thing I hate.”                    (v. 15)
   =furthermore, he’s speaking as a mature Christian – (v. 16)

       “Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good.” 

   =notice his self-awareness (something most new and immature 

         Believers lack)—
          “So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I 
        know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the 
       desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out.”   (vv. 17-18) 

(This is a mature Christian talking in Romans 7 – a Believer 
      who recognizes the Enemy Within, who knows the struggle is 
      real, that the fight with indwelling sin is an ongoing reality! 
5 Practical Implications of Paul’s argument—
*A Christian still sins!   (v. 14)
‘For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin.’
*A Christian hates to sin
 ‘I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.’    (v. 15)
*A Christian wants to obey (want to keep the Law)

 ‘I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out.’ v. 18
 ‘For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on    

    doing.’    v. 19
*A Christian’s Life is a struggle  (vv. 18-19)
       “Lord, the good in me, You wrought. The rest is my fault.” 
 




-Augustine

*A Christian’s Desires Reveal where he is (vv. 24-25)

Paul has painted a picture of the gravity and intensity of every 
    Believer’s struggle with sin— 1 of 2 responses:

    *a welcome relief – you understand what he’s talking about 

          because you have a similar struggle
    *a warning – maybe you’ve been a wee bit self-righteous

The struggles are part of God’s plan to make me holy

The struggle is a strategy to make me like Jesus Christ 
