M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 79: Thanks Be To God!
Romans 7:21-25
August 25, 2019
“Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.”                            
Romans 7:24-25
 “Paul was profound and practical. Or, to say it another way, he loved God and people. His love for God summoned him ever higher into God’s revealed glory. His love for people summoned him alongside ordinary folks with explanations and encouragements that helped them grow from where they were to new levels of wisdom and goodness and joy. Paul was given insight into great mysteries… He could lead his readers so far up into these mysteries that when he came down he would say, ‘How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!’ All my admiration for Paul’s soaring spiritual insight and wisdom would vanish if he looked with scorn on ordinary people and used his apostolic wisdom and his natural intellect to win applause rather than to communicate in a way that built up their faith. But Paul was intensely vigilant against this danger.”                          
                                  -John Piper, Why I Love the Apostle Paul
God uniquely gifted and equipped Paul for the task of being the human instrument that not only brought the Gospel to Gentiles but also to explain the riches of it!

Romans 7:14-25 –Paul is showing us the ongoing struggle a Christian can expect to have in the Christian life with sin!
  *the internal enemy – the enemy within – indwelling sin

     ‘So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.’ (v. 17)
     ‘Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that 
            dwells within me.’

(v. 20)

     ‘but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my 
      mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.’







(v. 23)
Those who struggle the most vigorously and intensely with sin are not new and immature Christians and certainly not lost people. The strongest battles are waged by the most mature Believer!

A Reality Check—

-lost people don’t fight sin 
-immature Believers fight sin . . . but a new (immature) Believer 

    doesn’t possess the understanding to see the true depth of sin—

-mature Christians wage the hardest battles . . . why? It’s only as 
    I mature as a follower of Christ I really begin to grasp and to 
    understand both the power of indwelling sin and the only 
    remediating factor for it
Paul the Realist  

“So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand.”






Romans 7:21

(Paul is a realist: he recognizes the Reality of the Battle

        “So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right (I don’t)…”
   =I have to remember who I am…what I am in Christ
   =the Gospel, not the law, is the final word and primary power 

       In the battle with indwelling sin! 
   =indwelling sin is like a squatter – an unwanted tenant 
(Paul is a realist:  he recognizes the Remedy for the Battle

“Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”     (vv. 24-25a)
  =this is the cry of every Christian stuck in this present evil age, 
      even though we’re already citizens of the age to come!   

A caution— can you relate to the struggle?

   -the person who should be worried is not the heart-broken, 
       worn-out, struggling sinner…

   -the one to worry is the person who hears the description of this 
       intense struggle with sin and can’t at all relate to it (you’re 

       not struggling with your sin— not even aware of sin!)
If you feel there’s a war within, you have a lot in common with the greatest Christian who ever lived!
