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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 80: From No Condemnation to No Separation
Romans 8:1-39
September 1, 2019
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus… For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”                            

Romans 8:1-38-39
“Out of love, admiration and respect, I want the next team to sign 
    me valuing me for what I do and knowing who I truly am. My 
    truth is that I'm a talented football player, a good writer, a 
    loving son, an overbearing brother, a caring friend, a loyal 
    lover, and a bisexual man.”      Ryan Russell
(this is a classic example of a post-modern worldview— there 
    is no absolute truth…there is my truth and there is your truth—   

    but there is no propositional truth that applies to me and to you 
    . . . I make up my own truth, I live my truth . . . because it 
    works for me!
POINT: the dominant worldview of American culture assess 
    ‘belief’ (belief systems) or ‘truth’ using the categories of  

     helpful or harmful … not on the basis of true and false

Here’s the Problem: That’s not a Biblical worldview!
(The Biblical worldview says that I do not know what I need 

         and Truth most certainly does not come from within me!
(The Biblical worldview says that Truth comes from outside of 

         me… that it’s been revealed in the person/work of Jesus!

A key problem – we tend to think of sin almost exclusively in terms of bad things we do that hurt others . . .
  =that’s not the real problem with sin…

  =the real problem with sin is that it blasphemes God— 
“The infinite, all-glorious Creator of the universe, by whom and for whom all things exist, who holds every person’s life in being at every moment — is disregarded, disbelieved, disobeyed, and dishonored by everybody in the world. That is the ultimate outrage of the universe.”                 John Piper
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus…”                  Romans 8:1
(Romans 8 begins with No Condemnation

(as we will see in months to come…it ends with No Separation

(and in between ‘no condemnation’ and ‘so separation’ we find 

       the most compelling basis for assurance in all of Scripture

Romans 8 looks like this……
The Awful Reality of Our Condition
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus…”                  Romans 8:1
The Only Remedy for Our Condition
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus…”                  Romans 8:1
=this is not ‘my truth’…it’s not ‘your truth’…it is THE Truth!

=it is THE Truth by which I have life, meaning, purpose

I stand by faith on the unshakable rock of justification in Christ. 
I submit daily by faith to the sanctifying work of Jesus in my life
     =between no condemnation . . . and no separation . . .

The Life-Giving Assurance of No Separation     
My assurance (according to Romans 8) rests completely in what 

    God has done (and continues to do)—

*He sent Jesus to die for me; to rescue me from condemnation

*He sent the Holy Spirit to free me from my sinful nature

*He made me His very own (His son / His daughter) in Christ

*He made me part of His cosmic drama of redemption

*He is making me part of His good, pleasing acceptable will 

*He will complete what He’s started bringing me to glorification

*He has fixed His lasting love on me from which I can never be 

      separated!
