M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 83: Let’s Play the Song!
Romans 8:5-8
September 22, 2019
“For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”                            
Romans 8:5-8
“As our culture and even the church itself rapidly slips into a kind of gospel amnesia, it’s time to re-evangelize the whole lot of them not with what we’ve created, but with what we’ve received. In other words, there’s no need to make anything up. Just preach Christ crucified . . . we have reached an era where the foundational truth of Christianity is itself new, radical, unheard-of. Let’s play the song, brethren. Every week. Every day. Again and again. Those who’ve never heard will be amazed, and those who have forgotten will be refreshed.”    
Jared Wilson
God saved you FROM but He also saved you FOR!
  --He saved you FROM Himself— from wrath and judgment

  --but He also saved you FOR Himself— for righteousness

In these first 11 verses of Romans 8 – Paul sets before us a rather dramatic contrast between 2 people—

    *those who walk in (live according to) the flesh 
    *those who walk in (live according to) the Spirit 
Is Paul describing 2 types of Christians here — the Christian who walks according to the flesh (carnal Christian) and the Christian   who walks according to the Spirit (spiritual Christian)?

 (Absolutely NOT!

 (Paul is contrasting the Christian (who walks after the Spirit) 
        and the non-Christian (who walks after the flesh)

 (in doing so he helps to understand exactly what a Christian is!
(Just as many have forgotten what the Gospel is… they’ve 
      likewise misunderstood what a Christian is!

Paul’s argument actually begins back in Romans 7:6—

“But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.”       Romans 7:6

Paul moves his argument forward giving us a crystal clear
picture of the difference between a Christian and a non-Christian in terms of “walking” or ‘living’
“…that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but (who walk) according to the Spirit.” 

                                                 Romans 8:4
=Believers do not walk/live according to the flesh!
=now notice this phrase at the end of Romans 8:4 – 
    “…who walk not according to the flesh but (who walk) according to the 
        Spirit.”
=this phrase is explained here in Romans 8:5-8

=and in so doing Paul helps clarify who (not what) a Christian is!

        -to be “in Adam” is to be dominated by the flesh

        -to be “in Christ” is to be dominated by the Spirit 
Here’s Paul’s argument—

*(v. 4) –the righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in us

*(v. 4b) – which means that we walk not according to the flesh 
       but according to the Spirit— but again, who is ‘we’?
*(v. 5) – ‘we’ are the ones who walk with the Spirit because of a 
      spiritual mindset – a mind ‘set’ on the truth of the Holy Spirit   

*(v. 6) –  why it is that way—Rom 8:2 – ‘the law of the Spirit of 
        life has set me free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 
        death’ … 
    (without the Holy Spirit (the life of /the mindset of the Spirit) 
        you are spiritually dead – you are hostile to God –
=if you are a man with a mind set on the flesh— if you live for 

    your fallen nature— you are not a carnal Christian; you, sir, 

    are a lost man!
