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“You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.”                            
Romans 8:9-11
Paul sets before us a rather stark contrast between 2 people—

    *the one who ‘walks in’ (lives according to) the flesh 
    *the one who ‘walks in’ (lives according to) the Spirit 
Paul is contrasting the Christian (who walks after the Spirit) 
        and the non-Christian (who walks after the flesh)

There is no greater need in our country / culture / world than the communication of Biblical Truth,
 “ . . . those who are raised in ‘Bible-believing’ churches know as little of the Bible’s actual content as their unchurched neighbors. Christ is ubiquitous in this subculture but more as an adjective (Christian) than as a proper noun. While we swim in a sea of ‘Christian’ things, Christ is increasingly reduced to a mascot or a symbol of a subculture and the industries that feed it . . . My concern is not that God is treated so lightly in American culture but that He’s not taken seriously in our own faith and practice.”               -Michael Horton, Christless Christianity
In Romans 8:9-11, we have a couple of sentences known as ‘conditional sentences’— also called ‘If ... then ...’ statements 
  =meaning:   if ‘A’ happens, then ‘B’ will happen
(life and death hang in the balance of the grammar of what Paul 
       is saying here 
The Defining Characteristic of the Believer 
“You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.”                        Romans 8:9
=Here’s the chief characteristic of the Believer (the Christian)—

   A genuine Believer (a true Christian) has the Holy Spirit living, 
   dwelling, in him/her – you are in the Spirit, the Spirit is in you!
What does it mean to be ‘in the Spirit?’ 
           IF you are ‘in the Spirit’ THEN____________

 “You, however, are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God lives in you. But IF anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, (THEN) he does not belong to Him.”       (CSV) 
         IF you are ‘in the Spirit’ THEN the Spirit lives in you
         If he Spirit does not live in you then you are not a Christian
(what does this defining characteristic look like practically—

   *(v. 13) – you will fight with indwelling sin
            “… you put to death the deeds of the body…”
   *(v. 14) – you will be led by the Spirit
            “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.”
   *(v. 15) – you will be confirmed/validated by the Spirit

          “you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 
           ‘Abba! Father!’ 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that 
           we are children of God,”             (vv. 15-16)
The Distinguishing Consequence of the Believer 

“But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.”                   Romans 8:10 
=the distinguishing consequence of being in the Spirit is Life!    
=even though I’m dying, I’m alive because of the righteousness 
     of Christ!   Spiritual life is the distinguishing consequence!
=Paul’s says the same thing more emphatically in Ephesians 2
The Delayed Culmination of the Believer 
“If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, (THEN) he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through his Spirit who dwells in you.”                           Romans 8:11
   --tHe has given you life . . . spiritual life NOW . . .

   --AND, He will also give life to your mortal (dying) body…

   --This is a promise of Resurrection!
