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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 85: Know Who You Are!
Romans 8:12-13
October 6, 2019
“So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.”                            Romans 8:12-14
As a Christian, a standard has been set for me!
    -there are certain expectations that go with being a Christian
    -attitudes and actions and behaviors and characteristics that are 

         directly connected to being IN CHRIST

    -Before you can remember who you are . . . you first have to 
         know who you are—
The Necessary Reminder: A Christian Fights Sin  (vv. 12-13)
=a Believer (a follower of Christ) is at war— engaged in a 
    constant fight to the death!

     (‘if by the Spirit  you put to death the deeds of the body’
     (‘you will die . . . you will live’
=there is an implicit understanding of warfare!
=it’s a war against sin – against the world – against the devil – 

     but here it’s preeminently a war against indwelling sin (flesh)

Mortification: the call of every believer to wrestle with 
                           indwelling sin in order to put it death.
The Noted Requirements: How A Christian Fights Sin
It Starts with the Right Mindset about Sin – 
  =look back to Romans 8:5 – 7a
     “For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of 
      the flesh [lost man thinks consistent with his fallen nature], but those who live 
      according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit [that is, a 

      Believer is driven by // thinks according to the indwelling Spirit]. 6 For to set
      the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
      peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God…”






Romans 8:5-7a
   -to ‘set the mind on’ – to focus on / to be pre-occupied with / 

        to be dialed into  / to be fixed on a specific goal 

   -here Paul gives a mutually exclusive option—

         *you either focus on satisfying your sinful fallen flesh
         *or, you fix on the things of the Spirit 

In v. 12— Paul brings this process into focus—

 *First, I must recognize that sin needs to be dealt with— 
       (sin is a problem – an on-going problem for every believer
 *Second, I must desire to deal with it—
  =I’ve got to have the ‘want to’
             “O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be.”
    
     (I’ve said this many times— a Christian can sin all that he 

           wants to . . . but in Christ he gets a new ‘want to’
 *Third, I must utilize what has been provided to deal with it
  “. . .but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.”    
Romans 8:13
  -IN CHRIST I am able to deal with sin. 
It Stays with the Right Method for Sin
1*Learn to say NO to Sin
    “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
      12training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live   

      self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age,”  Titus 2:11-12
             “The Christian must abstain from sin. It is as simple 

               and direct as that!”              Martyn Lloyd-Jones
2*Get Serious about Bing Holy
3*Put sin to death 
        “Be killing sin or sin will be killing you.”   -John Owen

4*Make yourself accountable to someone
5*Avoid legalism 
