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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 88: Good Good Father
Romans 8:15-16
November 3, 2019
“For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.”                            Romans 8:15-16
 “You're a good good Father
      It's who You are, it's who You are, it's who You are
And I'm loved by You
     It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am.”     -Pat Barret
The Root of Our Assurance
  -the root of assurance of salvation is found in our IDENTITY
The Father and Our Adoption – How I got that identity….
   “Sonship to God is not, therefore, a universal status into which every-  

     one enters by natural birth, but a supernatural gift which one receives 
     through receiving Jesus . . . Sonship to God is a gift of grace. It is not
     a natural but an adoptive sonship. Our understanding of  Christianity 
     cannot be better than our grasp of   adoption.”
 






J.I. Packer, Knowing God
The Right to Cry, ‘Abba’ Father (to call God my Father!)
=if you have no father or your father is/was . . . hard to love… to 

      then see God as Father is problematic at best— for some, it is     

      even impossible!

=if you didn’t have a good relationship with your father (for 

      whatever reason) — it’s difficult to see God as Father as a 
      good thing!

   (we tend to see God as Father through the lens of our 

          relationship with our earthly father!

=God as Father to Believers is a fundamental Truth of the Faith
One of the most radical teachings of Jesus— that God is indeed the Father only to those who embrace the Gospel!
POINT:  It was a radical departure from tradition for Jesus to 
              call God, Father. 

  -it was radical for Jesus to say to His people, 

          ‘When you pray, you say, ‘Our Father.’’
  -even more radical are the words He spoke to Mary—

    ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”    

John 20:17
(BUT— how does someone with bad ‘father’ experiences 
     respond to: ‘in Christ we have the right to cry, Abba, Father’?

*Our Heavenly Father is NOT your earthly Father – 

“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,   

       how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to 
       those who ask him!”                                  Matthew 7:11

   -Ideally— human fatherhood should be patterned after divine 
         Fatherhood . . . 
       The task and the goal of every human father is to be for his     

       children an image of the Father in heaven.

*God as Father should be seen in His relationship to His Son

    =Jesus relationship with His Father is encapsulated in this   

       prayer in John 17— 

     “God has not left us to guess what His fatherhood amounts to 

        by drawing analogies from human fatherhood. He revealed 

        the full meaning of this relationship once for all through our 

       Lord Jesus Christ, His own incarnate Son . . .”     J.I. Packer

*God intends the lives of Believers to be a reflection of and 
    reproduction of Jesus’ own fellowship with Himself
*We have no reason to fear our Father
