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“The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”                            





Romans 8:16-17
In Romans 8:17— Paul highlights 2 specifics associated with the idea (concept) of family— 
    *the ‘glory’ of sonship described as inheritance (being an heir)

    *the suffering of sonship that requires perseverance
Romans 8:12-17 — Paul argues that because of the Spirit who    

   lives in me (vv. 9-11) I have an obligation to live NOT 
  according to my fallen sinful nature (flesh) but rather to live
  according to the Spirit living in me (vv. 12-13)
      (being a Christian means being different!!

      (it means NOT conforming to this world or its standard

  -one way I know that I’m really saved – the Holy Spirit leads 

        me to war against the deeds of the body (vv. 13-14)
  -a 2nd way I know I’m really saved (have assurance) – the Spirit 

       living within me produces 2 profound changes in me— 

     *I now delight in God as my Father (Romans 8:15), and 

     *I willingly submit to Jesus as my Lord (I Corinthians 12:3)

“Jesus is my Lord! God is my Father! That is the humble, hope-filled cry of the Spirit-indwelt Christian. And out of this humble confidence, we are led ‘by the Spirit’ to make war on our sin and put to death all that does not exalt our Lord and honor our Father.”    John Piper
Paul mentions 2 defining components of the child of God… 
 *The Family Hallelujahs— I’m an heir with Christ 
 *The Family Hurts— the fact that suffering with Christ is to 

      be expected – and endured

The Hallelujah’s of Family Life: The Glory that Awaits
“and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ . . . glorified with him.”


Romans 8:17
 -being an ‘heir’ (inheritance) in the OT sense—

   -in a family sense— there was THE heir (the oldest son) – there 

        was no equal division 

  -in a corporate sense – the heir of God was His chosen people 

       and the idea of ‘inheritance’ in the OT originally meant 
       simple possession of the Holy Land—    

     --it came to specifically denote ‘the secure possession won by 
          the Messiah’ (became a symbol of all Messianic blessings)
         ‘Your people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the land forever,
           the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I might be 
           glorified.’


Isaiah 60:21

(Paul uses ‘heir’ here in Romans 8 – as full possession of all 
      that being a son means but it’s not so much ownership as it 
      is relationship that he has in mind

(Jesus was never focused on the material!  [John 17:5]
   -Jesus was focused on the glory of God . . . the Father Himself 
       was the inheritance that Jesus was focused on! 
(This is our great inheritance— the Lord God Himself!

     =the tribe of Levi did not get a portion of the Land— they 
          were told that God was their portion

     =God himself is our portion . . . our inheritance . . .

     =We were made for him
‘and if children, then heirs—heirs of God…’   Romans 8:17
     =(subjective genitive) – God is the source of the inheritance

     =(objective genitive)— God IS the inheritance

“…this ‘hope of the inheritance’ is the great promise of the Scriptures from first to last. It is the hallmark of the Christian, that his eye is upon the inheritance, that he realizes he is a child of God, and because he is a child he is an heir, ‘an heir of God, and joint-heir with Christ’. This should be our controlling thought. We should be looking for ‘the coming of our great God and our Savior’ . . .”               Martyn Lloyd-Jones

