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“And he said to his disciples, ‘Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.’ 15And they did so, and had them all sit down. 16 And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing over them. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd. 17And they all ate and were satisfied. And what was left over was picked up, twelve baskets of broken pieces.”            Luke 9:14-17
(a very familiar story… 
(a very important story –

  =there are only 2 miracles recorded in all 4 gospel accounts
  =the Resurrection of Jesus . . . and, this one! 
(John’s account does tells us something that the other 3 do not—

      *the crowd connected what Jesus did to the prophesy of 

         the coming Messiah—

           “When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said,
                ‘This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!’”                            
John 6:14

      *they intended to seize Him and force Him to be King

           “Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by
              force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain 
              by himself.”

John 6:15
            -they saw the kingdom as no sickness and free food!  
Jesus’ Compassion for a Desperate People   (Luke 9:10-13a)
=Mark adds a little more to the story—

      “The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and 
         taught. 31And he said to them, ‘Come away by yourselves to a desolate 
         place and rest a while.’ For many were coming and going, and they had 
         no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a desolate 
         place by themselves.”                             Mark 6:30-32
      “When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on 
         them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.”       Mark 6:34 

  =‘like sheep without a shepherd’ is a reference to Ezekiel 34
(this was the spiritual condition of Israel in Jesus’ day!
  =the 1st century Jews were basically leaderless— leaders were 

        self-serving  . . . took advantage of the people

(these people were hungry for spiritual  sustenance . . . 

(look at how Jesus responded to them—

       “When the crowds learned it, they followed him, and he welcomed them 
          and spoke to them of the kingdom of God and cured those who had need 
          of healing.”                   Luke 9:11

     “When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on 
         them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to 
         teach them many things.”                     Mark 6:34 
“The needs of people, sick, ignorant, disconsolate, and hungry meant far more to Him than His own convenience and ease. So He healed their sick, this in spite of His own need for rest and their earthly materialistic motivations. It must not escape us that by doing this under such circumstances He was also setting an example for the disciples, and in a sense, for the entire church throughout the ages.”  

-William Hendrikson

Jesus’ Provision for a Needy People  (Luke 9:13-17)
=let’s clarify something – the Feeding of the 5,000 is misleading

=the text actually says 5,000 men . . . the crowd would’ve been 

      much greater (maybe as many as 10,000 or more)
=this isn’t just about the people …also about the 12—

    -this is about teaching them that He is able to meet their need

    -this is about showing them that Jesus is the Bread of Life
    -this is about engraining within them that He is sufficient 

        regardless of the need! 
((v. 17)  “And they all ate and were satisfied”  
       =it’s not so much the food that is ‘satisfying’

       =it’s the provision of Jesus that satisfies you… He is more 

            than enough…He is our all sufficient Savior
The comprehensive picture in all 4 gospel accounts in the feeding    

of the 5,000— Jesus the new and greater Moses!  
 (John 6:4
  Jesus is the fulfillment of Passover; He is our greater Moses who  

   leads His people out of an even greater exodus!
