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“Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him. And he asked them, ‘Who do the crowds say that I am?’ 19And they answered, John 
the Baptist. But others say, Elijah, and others, that one of the prophets of old has risen.’ 20Then he said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’  Peter answered, ‘The Christ of God.’ 21And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22saying, ‘The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.’ ”            
Luke 9:18-22
*There is no shortage of opinion when it comes to Jesus!
*We can divide the world into 2 camps based on the answer to 
    this very question, ‘Who is Jesus?’ —
         *those who have the right answer 
         *those who don’t
“Let it never surprise us, to find the same variety of opinions about Christ and His Gospel in our own times. God's truth disturbs the spiritual laziness of men. It obliges them to think. It makes them begin to talk, and reason, and speculate, and invent theories to account for its spread in some quarters, and its rejection in others. Thousands in every age of the Church spend their lives in this way, and never come to the point of drawing near to God. They satisfy themselves with a miserable round of gossip about this preacher’s sermons, or that writer’s opinions . . . They cannot quite make up their own minds what is true, or what is right . . . They never boldly lay hold of Christ. They never set them-selves heartily to the great business of serving God. They never take up the cross and become thorough Christians. And at last, after all their talking, they die in their sins, unprepared to meet God.”     J.C. Ryle

The Context to a Question – Jesus Prays
“Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him. And he asked them, ‘Who do the crowds say that I am?’”       Luke 9:18
=7 times in his gospel, Luke shows us Jesus praying by Himself 
    before an important event
=Jesus has been praying alone…He’s gotten off by Himself in 

         order to prepare for something…so I need to pay attention!
The Confrontation of a Question – Disciples Profess (vv. 18b-20)
 =what’s the word on the streets—  Who do people say that I am?
    *the #1 opinion – is that Jesus is John the Baptist
    *some thought Jesus was Elijah 
    *others said that Jesus was a mighty prophet— that God had 

       heard their prayers in light of Roman occupation

=Jesus is preparing to confront them…to challenge them

    “Then he said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’”     (v. 20)
    -what do you think . . . what’s your opinion?

    -what you think//believe about Jesus makes all the difference 
(Peter’s answer:  ‘You’re the Messiah sent by God that we’ve
                                    been waiting for since Genesis 3:15!’ 
     =Christ (Greek, Christos;  translates the Hebrew, Meshiach— 
          Messiah, Anointed One

     =You are the Anointed One, promised by the prophets
     =Jesus has been slowly, carefully teaching them who He is 
     =for the first time— the disciples confess aloud Who it is
         they’re following, Who they’re disciples of, Who their 
         Master is!
To follow Jesus as Messiah is the very heart of Christianity. Apart from this reality Christianity has no reality! 
     (My encounter with Jesus and my relationship with Jesus 
            must be the decisive thing in my life . . . it must be what 
            my whole life hinges on 
The Consequences of a Question – Predicting His Passion (21-22)
Question— why did He tell them not to tell anyone?

   *a safety issue – attempt to seize Him // a coup

   *a judgment issue

      -the line between good and evil doesn’t run between ‘us and 
         them’, it runs down the center of every human heart~
 “All souls that live on this planet are accountable to God for their answer to that question.  Even if they don't yet know the answer, they are accountable to the answer.  The wrong answer or no answer damns forever.  The right answer opens the door to eternal life and joy.  It is the question of all questions.”                
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