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Part 66: Do You Want to Follow Jesus? (part 1)
Luke 9:23-27 
Wednesday, August 14, 2019

“And he said to all, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.’                                   Luke 9:23
“It is time for the church to rediscover the preeminence of the Word. And to value the teaching of the Word. We need to value truth over feeling. Truth over emotion. And what we are seeing now is the result of the church raising up influencers who did not supremely value truth who have led a generation who also do not believe in the supremacy of truth. And now those disavowed leaders are proudly still leading and influencing boldly AWAY from the truth. Is it any wonder that some of our disavowed Christian leaders are letting go of the absolute truth of the Bible and subsequently their lives are falling apart?”




-John Cooper (Skillet)
We live in a very ‘me-centered’ culture . . .a self-indulgent age –

It’s important to understand this— to see this cultural mentality because it shapes/influences the way people hear the gospel . . . it even shapes the way the gospel is presented!
 “But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power.”


2 Timothy 3:1-5
  =Self-denial is an integral part of being a disciple/ a follower of 
       the Jesus 
      “Self-denial is the first lesson in Christ’s school.”





-Matthew Henry

      “Self-denial is the sum of the Christian life.” 






-John Calvin
Deny Yourself
“And he said to all, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself…”







Luke 9:23a
  -what exactly does that mean? 
=Before we answer that…let me ask you a question—

     *is it easy to be a Christian?

     *is it an easy thing to become a ‘believer in Jesus’?

Philippians 1:20-21
Matthew 7:13-14, 21
Luke 13:23-24
 =NO it is not easy because it begins with what human beings 
    have the hardest time doing . . . ‘getting out of the way’ – 
    denying self!
  “You preach a gospel that doesn't include ‘deny yourself’, and people 
     will flock around to get out of hell into heaven. You start preaching 
     the true gospel that calls for total and absolute self-denial. The 
     recognition that you have nothing of which you are worthy, nothing 
     of which you can be commended, nothing in you that needs to be 
     salvaged, but rather you're willing to slay everything you are – all 
     your hopes, dreams, ambitions for the sake of the pearl, for the sake 
     of Christ, then you're coming on God’s terms. That's not easy.”         

 




John MacArthur
(the word Jesus uses is a strong one— ‘to disown something’

    =He’s saying, ‘You need to disown yourself’ 
    =used to describe a refusal to associate with someone (you!)

( ‘to deny self’ – means  renouncing (setting aside) anything that 
      challenges my allegiance to the Kingdom of God (to the King)     

    =saving faith is not superficial, it is deep and is evidenced by 

        self-denial, cross bearing, and submission. 

    =the Gospel is follow Jesus!

“This is a common defect, this disconnection between salvation and discipleship.  This is a common defect in times of prosperity.  In days of hardship, particularly persecution, those who are in the process of becoming Christians count the cost of discipleship carefully before taking up the cross of the Nazarene… In times like that preachers do not beguile people with false promises of an easy life, or indulgence of sins.  But in good times the cost does not seem so high and people take the name of Christ without undergoing the radical transformation of life the true conversion implies.”

                                       J.M. Boice, Christ's Call to Discipleship.  

