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“For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.”                                          Luke 9:24-26
The Paradox of Denying, Daily Taking Up, and Following
Paradox (Gk paradoxon) – contrary to expectations, or perceived   

      opinion’, unexpected, strange
In Literature— a paradox is . . . 

   -a statement that appears to be self-contradictory or silly, but 

       actually includes a latent truth 
   -a paradox is used to make you think in an innovative way
To be a Disciple of Jesus (to follow Jesus) IS a paradoxical process (according to Jesus)— How so?
  (the only way to experience and to gain true life is by giving 
           your life away … by losing your life
  (If I deny myself, I find what I was created to be— if I lose it, I 

         gain everything— that’s paradoxical!

And that paradoxical statement has a parallel— a corollary:

“For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?”                      Luke 9:25 
=the principle is simple:  if you will not deny yourself, if instead 

     you selfishly live for you and your wants/desires (seek to gain 
     all this world has to offer)— you will eventually lose it all!
=the spiritual principle of ‘you cannot serve two masters’ is    

     fleshed out here—
(Remember, all of this is in the context of— 

     In light of who Jesus is  . . . “If anyone would come after Me”
“Jim’s aim was to know God. His course, obedience— the only course that could lead to the fulfillment of his aim. His end was what some would call an extraordinary death, although in facing death he had quietly pointed out that many have died because of obedience to God. He and the other men with whom he died were hailed as heroes, ‘martyrs.’ I do not approve. Nor would they have approved. Is the distinction between living for Christ and dying for Him, after all, so great? Is not the second the logical conclusion of the first? Furthermore, to live for God IS to die, daily…It is to lose everything that we may gain Christ. It is in thus laying down our lives that we find them.”              Elizabeth Elliot, Shadow of the Almighty
    “He is no fool who parts with what he cannot keep, when he is 
     sure to be recompensed with what he cannot lose.”   
                                                                   -Philip Henry
How many times have you heard me say— Jesus isn’t an add on 

         to an already planned out life!

   =I don’t add Christ to my life . . . I abandon everything – I sell 
       all out for Him!)

                    *Matthew 10:34-39           *John 12:20-26
The KEY to this principle— “for My sake”
=The only way you’ll ever save your life eternally is by giving 
      your whole life to Jesus Christ!
   “What are we doing ourselves? Are we losing our souls? Are we, by 
     willful neglect or by open sin – by sheer carelessness and idleness, 
     or deliberate breach of God’s law – compassing our own destruction? 
     These questions demand an answer. The plain account of many 
     professing Christians is this, that they are daily sinning against the 
     sixth commandment. They are murdering their own souls!”






-J.C. Ryle
The Primary Hindrance to Denying, Taking, and Folllowing

“For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.”                                          Luke 9:26
=Jesus identifies who will not repent and who will not believe as 
     those who are ashamed of Me and My words
=if the preaching of the cross is foolish to you, then you’re among 
    the perishing no matter how much you admire Jesus!
We come to Jesus on His terms, not ours!
