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“Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. 30 And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.”

Luke 9:28-31
The Transfiguration is ‘the most important event in the life of Jesus between His birth and His death . . . because it is the most important revelation of His person.”             John MacArthur
 =3-fold context of the Transfiguration:
   -first, the greater context of Luke 

   -2nd, the more narrow context of Luke 9 where Luke has 
        drawn our attention to the question of, ‘Who is Jesus?’ 
   -3rd, there’s the immediate context of the implication of 

       who He is and what it means to follow Jesus
   “Is the Jesus I worship big enough to overshadow everything in my 

       life? Is the Jesus I worship big enough to live for without fear or 

       shame or reluctance? Is He more important to me than anyone or 
       anything?”
Luke 9:26— introduces us to another issue… the monumental 2nd coming of Jesus! The 2 comings of Jesus: 
      *the first one at His incarnation – His birth as a baby— in
            humility as a servant

      *the second at His coronation as King – His coming in glory 
             as the Sovereign 
Luke 9:27 does 2 things—
     *reminds us that self-denial is worth it— the cost of following 

         Jesus will be worth it – that life is a foretaste of the eternal
     *foreshadows what will happen both immediately in the lives 

         of these men (the Transfiguration) . . . and ultimately for us 
          as well (the Return of Our King)
“Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray.”           Luke 9:28 
  =Jesus goes off to pray…that means something’s up!
  =Practical Lesson—

    -the Bible teaches to pray at all times (I Thess 5:17)

    -but changes /special events and opportunities/ difficulties call 

          for an increased urgency and practice in prayer!

Proving Who Jesus Is
“Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. 30And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah . . . 35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!’”        

Luke 9:28-30, 35
=Luke draws our attention to who Jesus is—

  *His appearance is altered to demonstrate His Deity
     “And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing 
        became dazzling white.”                   Luke 9:29 
  *His audience increases to verify His Dominion
    “And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah.”     (v. 30)
      (together, Moses and Elijah represent the Law and Prophets
      (their presence together makes a statement— that Jesus is the 

             fulfillment of the Hebrew Scripture!

Previewing What Jesus Came to Do
“And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.”   

Luke 9:30-31
*Luke’s play on words— His ‘departure’ is a reference to death

   =the word behind our English word ‘departure’ – exodon – 

    =Jesus would lead a greater exodus in His death
*the accomplishment— His death would accomplish life— 
  =Jesus was my substitute— the stratagem of the love and grace 
       of God planned for us in eternity past whereby our sins would 
       be pardoned—             
