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“An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest.”






Luke 9:46
GOAT (Greatest Of All Time) goes back further than Muhammad Ali . . . the idea of the greatest of all times goes back to the disicples of Jesus!

“But they did not understand this saying, and it was concealed from them, so that they might not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him about this saying.”




Luke 9:45
(they couldn't get it because it was so contrary to everything 

     they understood— they couldn’t comprehend a crucified   

     Messiah…they knew their own Scriptures declared that anyone  
     who hangs on a tree is cursed by God! 
Luke 18:31-34
   =parakaluptō – hidden, veiled, concealed – a God-ordained 

        ignorance – the Lord held it back from them

     *there is a God-ordained ignorance— beyond us

     *there is also human frailty and weakness— ‘fear’

      =let me tell you why we’re not shown the future— because we 

           can’t handle it!
All of this is in the background as Luke continues— in v. 46

A ‘You’ve Got to be Kidding Me’ Moment

“An argument started among them as to which of them might be the greatest.”

 =walking with Jesus for almost 3 years . . . seeing the things that 

        HE did – hearing the things that HE said – noticing the things 

          that you could not do…and yet, arguing over who’s the 

          greatest!

 =these are men who had been walking with Jesus struggling 
         with pride and are preoccupied with self

Pride is the defining sin of fallenness. The passion of a fallen

heart is self-love, self-satisfaction, self-promotion, self-exaltation, self-fulfillment. Pride is the damning sin that produces rebellion against God.
This is not the only time we see this in these men… Luke 22— immediately after the last supper

WARNING: If these men could walk with Jesus and still succumb 
    to preoccupation with self and pride, don't think that you can’t!    (their problem (and ours) – 

        an overestimation of self and an underestimation of God

NOW— in this particular case, this manifestation of their pride
    becomes the opportunity for Jesus to do some teaching on a 
    subject we need today— humility
A ‘Let Me Put You in Your Place’ Moment 
“But Jesus, knowing what they were thinking in their heart, took a child and 
stood him by His side, 48and said to them, ‘Whoever receives this child in My name receives Me, and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me; for the one who is least among all of you, this is the one who is great.’”   

Luke 9:47-48  
To be great is to put yourself in the position of being the least!

  =in their minds greatness is about position /power/prominence
  =the implication is that greateness is about who you are, what 

          you have, and what you’ve done!  (greatness is merited!)
(here comes the lesson—

  =a child was the lowest ranking person in society (still is)   

  =Jewish rabbis at the time of Jesus disdained children… 
        -considered them to be the least valuable part of society

        -many didn’t survive to adulthood 
(in Matthew 18:4— Jesus adds something that Luke doesn’t—

      ‘Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest…’

Greatness in the kingdom is not relative. Greatness is absolute.  
