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“John answered, ‘Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us. 50But Jesus said to him, ‘Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.’ ”






Luke 9:49-50
In the aftermath of the Transfiguration, Luke has woven together 4 brief accounts to illustrate 4 problems among the disciples—

 *Coming Down the Mountain –we frequently fail to trust God to 
       do what only He can do . . 

 *Coming Down the Mountain (part 2) – we have a tendency to 
       take our eyes off the Cross!

 *On Being the GOAT – a quick but powerful lesson on the nature 
       of true greatness in the Kingdom of God through a humorous 
       yet sad ‘debate’
*We also are guilty at times of fighting the wrong enemy—

=Luke presents this as part of the same conversation—

   *(v. 49) is presented as John’s reply to Jesus in v. 48

Question 1:  Why Did John Bring this up?  

“John answered, ‘Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us.’”   Luke 9:49
=the fact that he brings it up points to either 1 or 2 things:

  *an attempt to justify their argument—

      -in light of Jesus’ rebuke John seeks to ‘save face’—
      -he was serving in Your name BUT…he wasn’t following us
            (because this free-lancing exorcist wasn’t part of our 

                  group, he was wrong and we corrected him!

            (there does seem to be a bit of a ‘party spirit’ indicated 

                  by John’s response— 

  *a guilty conscience
     -what I find interesting is this—

         =the text doesn’t say he ‘tried’ to cast out a demon

         =the text says, ‘he WAS casting out demons in Jesus name’ 

     -this man seems to be legit . . . 
          “John said to him, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 
            name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.’ 39 But 
            Jesus said, ‘Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my 
            name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40 For the one who 
            is not against us is for us.’”    Mark 9:38-40 

The POINT: 

 Jesus had allowed this one guy to roam around with the same 
     power that the 12 had to show them they didn't rank as high 
     as they thought they should!  

(this is really a lesson in humility . . . 
Question 2: What was Jesus telling them (us) in His response?

“But Jesus said to him, ‘Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.’ ”




Luke 9:50
=there is only one rank in the Body of Christ— ‘for Him!’

=you are either ‘for Him’ or you are ‘against Him’
  -There’s no middle ground

  -You’re either for Christ or you are against Him

  -You either have the Gospel right or you have it wrong

  =there is no room for sinful competitiveness in the Body!
   “As far as envy is concerned, many experience displeasure 

     when they see others in possession of spiritual goods. They 

     feel sensibly hurt because others surpass them on this road.”







-St. John of the Cross
 “We forget that no individual Church on earth has an absolute monopoly of all wisdom, and that people may be right in the main, without agreeing with us. We must learn to be thankful if sin is opposed, and the Gospel preached, and the devil's kingdom pulled down, though the work may not be done exactly in the way we like . . . Above all, we must praise God if souls are converted, and Christ is magnified--no matter who the preacher may be, and to what Church he may belong. Happy are those who can say with Paul, ‘If Christ be preached, I rejoice, yes and will rejoice,’ . . .”      J.C. Ryle

