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“When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make preparations for him. 53 But the people did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, ‘Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?’ 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56And they went on to another village.”



Luke 9:51-56
    “After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead 
        of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about 
        to go.”                                          Luke 10:2

    “He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying 
         toward Jerusalem.”                  Luke 13:22

    “On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and
         Galilee.”                                     Luke 17:11

    “He entered Jericho and was passing through . . . As they heard these things,
        he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem . . . And 
        when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem… 
      And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it . . .”     
Luke 19:1, 11, 28, 41  

(from this point forward Jesus has one goal, one driving force, 

         one determination . . . Jerusalem!

   *the goal itself is … ‘to be taken up’
   *“to be taken up” is a reference to His ascension and thus a 

          reference to the completion of His earthly ministry 

          centered on His deah, burial, and resurrection –

   *meaning – the completion of His redemptive task!

“(In Jerusalem) He would find the darkest form of rebellion against God that sin has ever produced: the rebellion not of open, sworn, avowed and honest enemies; but the rebellion of people who professed to be the most religiously enlightened and the most loyal to God of any people on earth.”          David Gooding
Jerusalem was the city of God’s King . . . hus it was the place where Jesus went to receive His ‘royal welcome!’
   =Jesus is absolutely determined to go to Jerusalem
   =He is absolutey committed to securing our salvation!

        -what He will face is no unfortunate accident—

        -what He will encounter is the direct result of His deliberate 

            obedience to His divine calling as our Savior~

    “He knew full well what was before Him. The betrayal, the unjust trial, the  

       mockery, the scourging, the crown of thorns, the spitting, the nails, the 
       spear, the agony on the cross--all, all were doubtless spread before His 
       mind's eye, like a picture. But He never flinched for a moment from the 
       work that He had undertaken. His heart was set on paying the price of our 
       redemption, and going even to the prison of the grave, as our surety. He 
       was full of tender love towards sinners. It was the desire of His whole soul 
       to procure for them salvation. And so, ‘for the joy set before Him, He 
       endured the cross, despising the shame.’”          J.C. Ryle

The Future Definitively Revealed

“When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.”


Luke 9:51
The future is definitivly revealed—

  -Jesus is on a mission of redemption and of mercy
    “But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and
      praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting 
      for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. 22 And 
      have mercy on those who doubt…”        Jude 20-22
A Lesson Clearly Demonstated     (Luke 9:52-56)
=understanding the Jewish – Samaritan dynamic explains the 

   reaction of both—

      *the rejection of Jesus by the Samaritans (vv. 52-53)
      *the reaction of James and John (vv. 54-56)
(We are, as Jesus was, on a mission of mercy

(we need to remember that

   -yes we confront sin and call people to repentance

   -but we leave the judgment to God and we show mercy


