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“As they were going along the road, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’  58And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’  59To another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, let me first go and bury my father.’ 60And Jesus said to him, ‘Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’  61Yet another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.’  62Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’ ”



Luke 9:57-62
“Regularly God tests the earnestness of our hearts by bringing them to a fork in the road. When it becomes necessary to choose between two ways, which way do we follow - comfort, custom, convention, or Christ? The test from the very outset of discipleship has been — ‘Follow Me.’”         -Leon Morris 
(each of these 3 scenes (conversations between Jesus and a 

       ‘would-be’ disciple) centers on the same subject— the 
        question of discipleship and the cost of following Jesus!
(Interesting thing here is that Jesus doesn’t simply accept a 
     momentary expression of desire to follow Him as proof that a 

     person really wants to be a disciple!

(Jesus puts them to the test – have you really counted the cost of 
       discipleship – will you pay the price to follow Jesus?
  =how important do you think Jesus is!
Will I Follow Jesus if it Costs my own Comfort? (vv. 57-58)
   My heart, my life, my all I bring To Christ who loves me so; 
        He is my Master, Lord, and King, Wherever He leads I'll go. 
    Wherever He leads I'll go, Wherever He leads I'll go,   
        I'll follow my Christ who loves me so, Wherever He leads I'll go. 

=in v. 58— Jesus gives a surprising response . .  .

   -What Jesus is saying to this ‘would-be disciple’ is this—     

         ‘Following Me will be a challenge— your comfort will be 

           challenged— comfort, ease, and wealth are not found in 

           following Me— it will be a challenge for you to follow!
=but make no mistake about it— sooner or later, to faithfully 

       follow Jesus WILL challenge your comfort …it may even 

       cost you your comfort!

   (A Question to consider—

        Does your desire to maintain a certain lifestyle (comfort, 

         convenience, ease, wealth) keep you from throwing yourself 
         wholly into the work of the kingdom and following after 
         Christ? 
“Those who start out to follow Christ on the road to glory, must be prepared to give up the idea of this worldl as their home; they become travelers, restlessly moving on, using life’s  lodging-houses on the way, but with no place to settle down this side of heaven.”                  David Gooding
Will I Follow Jesus if it Challenges my Commitment?  (vv. 59-60)
=In Jesus’ day— the burial process took about a year
=Jesus’ response is a challenge to this man’s earthly commitment!

=let the spiritually dead…bury the physically dead)
    (in saying this Jesus is asking— “Who is more important to 
           you, Me or your father . . . spiritual life or physical death?”
    (He’s NOT saying that family resposnsibility is unimportant

     To count the cost of discipleship is to say that Jesus is more 
                     important than anything else in my life 
Will I follow Jesus at the Expense of Everything Else?  (vv. 61-62)
 -the language is a deliberate reference to I Kings 19:19-21
 -Elisha’s actions were a statement of rearranged priorities!
(Jesus is telling this 3rd ‘would-be disciple’ – ‘Listen, don't even 
      go tell your parents goodbye” to this disciple.’ But why? 
   =simple— someone greater than Elijah is here!

(Salvation is the free gift that costs you everything!

