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“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go.
2And he said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.
Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves . . .  16The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me.’”






Luke 10:1-3, 16
Along the way to Jerusalem . . . school is in session!

  =as Luke weaves his story— he immediately follows the ‘cost of 

      discipleship’ at the end of Luke 9 with the ‘the charge of 

      discipleship’in Luke 10 — and the charge of discipleship for
      a disciple of Jesus is to . . . ‘go make disciples’
The Starting Point for Making Disciples— Compassionate Prayer
“. . . he said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. There-

fore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.’”


Luke 10:2
(NOTE:

    -this story is unique to Luke
    -it is also a story unique to the moment— that is, we can’t 

          repeat it 
    -BUT— there is certainly application that we can make

      --we’re witnesses to Christ in the world— it’s why we’re here    

      --we’re an extension of the seventy sent by Jesus as He set His 

          face for Jerusalem . . .we’ve been given the responsibility of 

          announcing His coming— to make disciples!

That is a given!

=Jesus “appointed” – only used 2x in NT (here and Acts 1:24)
  -the idea of sovereign choice— Jesus,Himself, selected 70

  -70 (some mns have 72)— [why 70?]

      --maybe Jesus is following a kind of Mosaic pattern 
      --Moses chose 70 elders to mediate the word to Israel
=a second question— who are these 70?

   -from out of the crowd of disciples Jesus chooses (appoints) 70 

   -the most interesting thing about these 70— their anonymity!
The ‘appointing’ of the 70 is not a step in the process— it is not the starting point— it is the foundational given for the process!

=the process of making disciples starts with prayer!

 “Prayer is one of the best and most powerful means of helping forward the cause of Christ in the world. It is a means within the reach of all who have the Spirit of adoption. Not all believers have money to give to missions. Very few have great intellectual gifts, or extensive influence among men. But all believers can pray for the success of the Gospel— and they ought to pray for it daily. Many and marvelous are the answers to prayer which are recorded for our learning in the Bible . . . This, above all, is the way to procure helpers to carry on Christ's work. Colleges may educate men. Bishops may ordain them. Patrons may give them livings. But God alone can raise up and send forth ‘laborers’ who will do work among souls. For a constant supply of such laborers let us daily pray.”           J.C. Ryle
  -a deep profound sense of sympathy because of the desperate 
      condition of the lost that moves you to PRAY for them!
=Jesus said several things to these 70 disicples as He prepared 

   them — but the starting point was His own compassion for lost 
   people that moved Him to pray that His Father would move     

   them— Matthew 9:35-38
   -bottom line—the human condition (lostness / spiritual deadness 

      of fallen man) deeply moved Jesus— compassion!

 (if we could (would) see what Jesus saw then and sees now— 
     we might be much ore inclined to proceed to this first step (this 
      starting point) of disciple-making—

