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“The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”                            





Romans 8:16-17
   “We should all be concerned about our assurance of salvation, 
     because if we lack assurance we lack joy, and if we lack joy our 
     life is probably of a poor quality. ‘The joy of the Lord is your 
     strength.’ . . . May God the Holy Spirit grant us understanding 
     here, not only that we may derive assurance, but that we may see 
     something of the glory of being a Christian, the wonder of it all,   

     the amazing thing that God has done for us in Christ Jesus.”                    
 



Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
In Romans 8:17— we are looking at 2 specific ideas that Paul associates with the idea (concept) of family— 
(The Specific Consequence of belonging — the ‘glory’ of 
      sonship described as inheritance (being an heir)—

      [The Hallelujah’s of Family Life: The Glory that Awaits]
(The Defining Condition to belonging: persevere in suffering
     [The Hurts of Family Life: The Pain we must Endure]
“and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”                            





Romans 8:17
I want to look at these words under 4 specific headings—

The Problem of Suffering

“The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him…”
    -we are His . . . we are heirs . . . glory awaits—  IF (provided)
Provided (if indeed) we suffer with him!
Why does Paul interject ‘suffering’ into the assurance equation?
 “…our vision of God in relation to evil and suffering was shown to be frivolous. The church has not been spending its energy to go deep with the unfathomable God of the Bible. Against the overwhelming weight and seriousness of the Bible, much of the church is choosing, at this very moment, to become more light and shallow and entertainment-oriented, and therefore successful in its irrelevance to massive suffering and evil. The popular God of fun-church is simply too small and too affable to hold a hurricane in His hand.”


John Piper

2 Reasons Paul Broaches the subject of Suffering—

Reason 1: Paul dealt with Reality

  -Reality: the Roman Christians were suffering
  -how do I know that?

   (because the early church suffered! (read the book of Acts!) 

   (because Jesus said we would suffer (Jo 16:33– ‘tribulation’)

   (because this world is fallen (Romans 8:18-22)
     -this IS reality . . . and we need to be able to address it . . . 
        “Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?14 But 
         even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed.
         Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ
         the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone   

         who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 
         gentleness and respect,”     I Peter 3:13-15

Reason 2: Paul Responded to non-Christian responses

=the 3 most common non-Christian responses:

    *Anger— [God doesn’t meet my expectation / or wants]

    *Avoidance— [asking God to remove it]

    *Apathy— [Stoic / stiff-upper-lip / joyless detachment]

 =even ‘Christians’ are guilty of these non-Christian responses to 

       pain and suffering    [I see it regularly!]

(so how DO you respond to the problem of pain? Biblically!
  =you respond with character (I Peter 3:15-17) and 
  =you respond with content (Romans 8:17)—

The Problem of Suffering
  *The Proof of Sonship

   *The Empowering of Witness

    *The Path to Glory
