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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 91: Family Hurts and Hallelujahs (part 3)
Romans 8:17
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“The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”                            





Romans 8:16-17
We should explore the reality and mystery of suffering— 

  *Reason 1:  HOPE

       -Scripture explicitly tells us that a Christian should be able to
          ‘give a defense’ (an apologia) ‘for the hope that is in you’
  *Reason 2:  HELP

      -The world needs Christians to help understand the incredible 

          difficult, mind numbing reality of pain/suffering
 “Despite the best efforts of the proponents of the health and wealth gospel, the fact is that Christians get old and wrinkled. They contract cancer and heart disease, become deaf and blind, and eventually die. In many parts of the world Christians have to face the blight of famine, the scourge of war, the subtle coercion of corruption. This is not to say that God does not sometimes intervene on behalf of His people in remarkable ways. It is to say, rather, that we, too, live in a fallen world and cannot escape participation in its evil and suffering. If you doubt this, you are (1) ignorant of what many Christians around the world have to face daily; (2) not old enough yet, for certainly if you live long enough you too will suffer; (3) kidding yourself; or (4) some combination of the above.”         -D.A. Carson, Surprised by Suffering
The Problem of Suffering

The Proof of Sonship 
“and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”
  (for a Christian, suffering is the arena in which we 

        ultimately prove the reality of our profession!

 ‘heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him’
(‘provided’ 
“Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of 
   Gentiles also,30 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith 
   and the uncircumcised through faith.”        Romans 3:29-30 
“Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the   

   flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who   

   does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.”            
Romans 8:8-10 

=the word is an emphatic term –
=it does not introduce doubt 
=rather it implies that the circumstances exist 
=what you are enduring is precisely because of whose you are!
“Neither Paul nor any other New Testament writer lets us forget that believers have no easy path. Their Master suffered, and they are called to suffering, too. This is not some perverse accident but an integral part of discipleship. But this suffering is in some way linked to the sufferings of Christ. It is interesting that, when Saul of Tarsus was persecuting the church, the Christ who met him on the Damascus road asked him, ’why 

do you persecute Me?’ He is one with us in our sufferings.”  

      -Leon Morris

This ‘suffering’ that identifies us with Christ takes 1 of 3 forms:
*Persecution— 

      Matthew 5:10-12      John 15:18-21
*Purification— pain/suffering that God allows into my life for 

     the purpose of growing me in holiness (Christ-like)
      Hebrews 2:9-11      Hebrews 12:7-11
*Training— discipline to grow me spiritually / in maturity
       2 Timothy 2:3       I Corinthians 9:24-27
“This subject can only be approached by the cross. That old rugged cross so despised by the world. The very worst thing that ever happened in human history turns out to be the very best thing because it saved me. It saves the world. And so God’s love, which was represented, demonstrated to us in His giving His Son Jesus to die on the cross, has been brought together in harmony with suffering . . . It’s only in the cross that we can begin to harmonize this seeming contradiction between suffering and love. And we will never understand suffering unless we understand the love of God”                                    

Elisabeth Elliot
