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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 92: Family Hurts and Hallelujahs (part 4)
Romans 8:17
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“The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”                            





Romans 8:16-17
The Specific Consequence of belonging: the ‘glory’ that goes 

     with being a ‘son’ (being an heir of having that inheritance)

The Defining Condition of belonging: the reality of suffering
“Therefore, no matter what precautions we take, no matter how well we have put together a good life, no matter how hard we have worked to be healthy, wealthy, comfortable with friends and family, and successful with our career— something will inevitably ruin it. No amount of money, power, and planning can prevent bereavement, dire illness, relationship betrayal, financial disaster, or a host of other troubles from entering your life. Human life is fatally fragile and subject to forces beyond our power to manage. Life is tragic.”     
The question is not will you (as a Christian) experience pain / 
     hardship / suffering / even, persecution . . . you will!

The question is what am I going to do with it . . . how am I  

      going to respond to it?
The question is, “Am I going to bless the Lord at all times . . .  

     will His praise continually be in my mouth?
The Problem of Suffering
Suffering as Proof of Sonship  
Suffering and the Empowering of Our Witness

“heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”              Romans 8:17
       -my witness is given a more compelling attraction
       -my witness is given a more comprehensive authenticity
  =nothing more validates the reality of saving faith than being 
       faithful in the fire of suffering—

  =there is no greater proof of this than the example of the early 

       Church… persecution quite literally fueled her spread

The spread of the Gospel has always come at a price— and that price has always attracted others!
 “But pursue your course, excellent governors, and you will be more popular with the multitude if you sacrifice the Christians to their wishes. Crucify, torture, condemn, crush us. For the proof of our innocence is found in your injustice. It is on this account that God suffers us to suffer this . . .  no cruelty of yours, though each were to exceed the last in its exquisite refinement, profits you in the least; but forms rather an attraction to our sect. We spring up in greater numbers as often as we are mown down by you : the blood of the Christians is (seed) a source of new life. Many amongst yourselves have exhorted to the endurance of pain and death…(your philosophers) by their words secured not so many disciples as the Christians have gained by their practical example.”       Tertullian,  Apologeticum 
Suffering always has and always will empower Gospel witness
-just as it is an incontrovertible fact that Christ had to suffer and 
     die to accomplish redemption and life . . . it is equally clear 
     that, throughout the NT that Christians are expected to follow 
     in the example of Christ particularly in being willing to suffer 
 “Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”        2 Timothy 2:8-10

“No pain, no gain. No cross, no crown. No suffering, no inheritance. That’s the way it is. And if you ask, ‘What kind of pain? Is it just persecution he’s talking about? Or is it other miseries we face in this life? I answer from the following verses in Romans 8 that it is all the groaning that comes with the futility of this fallen age — persecution, calamity, disease, death. Any suffering that you meet on the road to heaven and endure by trusting in Jesus. Any hardship that might destroy your faith and lead you away from God.”            John Piper 
