M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 93: Family Hurts and Hallelujahs (part 5)
Romans 8:17
December 22, 2019
“The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”                            





Romans 8:16-17
Remember where we’ve been —
The Problem of Suffering 
Suffering as Proof of Sonship 
Suffering and the Empowering of Our Witness
Suffering and the Path to Glory
“and if children— (that is, we’re children of God – we’ve been saved, born-again, we are in Christ), then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided (if indeed) we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.”                  Romans 8:17

Faithfulness in the fire leads to something that is ‘out of this word; in the words of Paul, ‘you are glorified with Him!’

    “So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner 
      self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is 
      preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison.”




2 Corinthians 4:16-17     

Listen to these statements—

  *that we may be glorified with Him
  *preparing for is an eternal weight of glory beyond comparison

  *suffering is the path to glory
The Necessary Preliminary Question:  What is ‘glory’?
“He is the chorus to every song that we were born to sing
  He is the rhythm of your heart so let the beat begin
  It's so Glorious; He is glorious, Glory this is God with us
  He is the Miracle of a love to set the people free
  He is the wonder of the world like we have never seen
  It's so Glorious . . . He is glorious . . . Glory this is God with us”





Glorious, For King and Country
 “There are some words in our vocabulary that we can communicate with not because we can say them, but because we see them. We can point. If we point at enough things and see enough things together and say, “That’s it! That’s it. That’s it,” we might be able to have a common sense of beauty. But when you try to put the word beauty into words, it is very, very difficult. It’s the same thing with the word glory . . . the glory of God is the infinite beauty and greatness of God’s manifold perfections.”     John Piper
=when we talk about ‘glory’ we talk about that which is 
      celebrated, rejoiced in, lauded, praised
=the Bible emphatically declares that the heavens are telling us 

      (declaring to us) the glory of God (Ps 19:1) 
    *we were created to share in that glory . . . 
 *we were made to reflect that Glory. . . to rejoice in His 
           glory and live in/by the light of that glory
The ultimate realization of our hope . . . the eventual fulfilment of   

   this glory (the creature’s knowing, esteeming, loving, rejoicing 
   in, and praising God) will come through our suffering with 
   Him . . . through the taking up of our cross and following… 

   when our faith finally becomes sight!
 =it is then that we will be glorified with Him
This means 3 things—

=our suffering is necessary
   -it was for Jesus (Luke 24:26)

   -it is for us because we identify with Jesus (John 15:20, 16:33)

=our suffering has value
   -it perfects us . . . grows us . . . matures us

   -most important— it eradicates our propensity for self-trust 

=suffering is not the end of the road— glory is
“We would never ask the question why if we really believed that the whole of the universe was an accident and that you and I are completely at the mercy of chance.”     Elisabeth Elliot
