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“The seventy-two returned with joy saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!’ 18And he said to them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.
20Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.’ ”
      Luke 10:17-20
“There are few Christians who can carry a full cup with a steady hand. There are few whose souls prosper in their days of uninterrupted success ”      
-J.C. Ryle

The Return of Rejoicing Disciples

“The seventy-two returned with joy saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!’      (v. 17)      
=the thing that had them excited and overjoyed was their spiritual 
    success—  the spiritual power they had exercised— 

            -they had healed sick people

            -they had seen lives transformed . . . AND—

            -they had even exercised demons— ‘…Lord, even the demons 
                        are subject to us in your name!’
=This was something new— Demons subject to / obeying men!  
      “We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on 
         sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, and the evil one   

         does not touch him. 19We know that we are from God, and the whole 
         world lies in the power of the evil one.”    I John 5:18-19

    “(Evangelism) is a rescue operation into the supernatural realm of 
       darkness where all the souls of unbelievers are under the control of 
       demons . . . in a condition of being spiritually dead and spiritually 
       blind . . . the very world of Satan has to be overpowered so they can 
       be rescued.  This is not a simple operation.  It is an assault on the 
       forces of hell and they are powerful, powerful forces.”  JMac
=this is the bigger context of not just Luke 10 – but our story!

 -spiritual success is always a reason for rejoicing!
 -what a joy it is to be the instruments of the Lord by which the 
        grip of Satan is broken on souls!  
 -even Jesus rejoiced for them —
The Reaction of Joyful Savior
“And he said to them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.’”     

Luke 10:18
   ‘…I behold Satan as lightening fall from heaven.’  KJV

   ‘…I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightening’  NASB
What does He mean?  [5 propositions—

  1*a reference ot the original fall of Satan (Isaiah 14)

  2*a reference to the Temptation of Jesus
  3*a reference to the Cross 

    “Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast 
        out.32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
        myself.”                       John 12:31-32
   4*a reference to the Future (Revelation 20)
   5*a reference to the 70 disicples
     -‘I was watching’ (Impf of theōreō – ‘continuous spectator’) 
         =Jesus was saying to them, ‘I saw all of it, guys’  
     -Jesus rejoiced in the greater significance they couldn’t see— 

           the fall of the Kingdom of Satan!

The Greater Joy of a Belonging to Christ
“Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.  20Nevertheless,
do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.’ ”
      Luke 10:19-20
=rejoice that you are part of the Kingdom!
    -spiritual successes in this life are temporal . . . even temporary

    -BUT— your name written in heaven is eternal!!

Rejoice that you've been converted.

Rejoice that you've been saved. 
What you delight in will show you what your treasure is.

