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“And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, ‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’”
      Luke 10:25
(this story is more about the Lawyer who asked the question of 

       Jesus than it is the ‘good Samaritan’—
  =must remember . . . just like every story in Scripture and every 

        word of Jesus in Scripture— this story has a context!
The Most Significant Question Ever Asked of Jesus
“And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, ‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’”                   Luke 10:25
“It is a question which deserves the principal attention of every man, woman, and child on earth. We are all sinners--dying sinners, and sinners going to be judged after death. ‘How shall our sins be pardoned? With which shall we come before God? How shall we escape the damnation of hell? Where shall we flee from the wrath to come? What must we do to be saved?’ – These are inquiries which people of every rank ought to put to themselves, and never rest until they find an answer.It is a question which unhappily few care to consider. Thousands are constantly inquiring, ‘What shall we eat? What shall we drink? With what shall we be clothed? How can we get money? How can we enjoy ourselves? How can we prosper in the world?’  Few, very few, will ever give a moment's thought to the salvation of their souls. They hate the subject. It makes them uncomfortable. They turn from it and put it away. Faithful and true is that saying of our Lord's, ‘Wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads unto destruction, and many there be that go in thereat.’ “         J.C. Ryle
(Interesting— the story’s unique to Luke— the question isn’t!
         “And behold, a man came up to him, saying, ‘Teacher, what good 
            deed must I do to have eternal life?’”            Matthew 19:16
You must have the right answer to the question, ‘How can I stand before God? How can I be forgiven of my sins?’
The Preliminary Response of Jesus 
“He said to him, ‘What is written in the Law? How do you read it?’”






Luke 10:26
=Jesus’ initial response was to highlight the issue of authority
=Jesus answers him with a question, ‘What’s written in the Law?’
    -today people are comfortable with spirituality but they don't 
       like Biblical Christianity (cultural Christianity is usually    

       tolerated) – because they don’t like the authoritative Book 
       that defines it
POINT:

I cannot follow Jesus and reject what He says is the source of final spiritual authority in answer to the question, ‘What must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 
The Answer to the Most Significant Question

“And he answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.’ 28 And he said to him, ‘You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.’”


Luke 10:27-28
=what is required to gain eternal life?
    (fulfill the heart of the Law— filfill the Great Commandment

    (Love God . . . Love people!

    (simple, right?

=only one thing that I have to do— do it all! –  Luke 10:28 –
=the lawyer can give the correct answer …the problem, 

      however, is that he is not in fact doing what he says— he 

      can’t…and neither can you!

The Real Problem that Drives the Question
“And he said to him, ‘You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.’ 29But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’”
      




Luke 10:28-29

=Jesus tells this story in the contesxt of being asked a question by 

      a lawyer about ‘salvation’— about ‘eternal life’— in order to 

      show the lawyer’s sin that will make Jesus’ death necessary! 

