M.B.C. NOTES

Discipleship and a 2020 Vision (part 1)
Matthew 28:16-20
Sunday, January 5, 2020
“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…’”

 





Matthew 28:18-19a
According to some of the latest research of The Joshua Project     

  =7,000+ people groups with approximately 3.1 billion people 
          fall into the missional category of “unreached” 
  =by “unreached’ we mean that for 40% of the people on this 
         earth, there is little to no gospel witness in the form of a 
         Christian neighbor, or a missionary, or a church
  =and most of these 3.1 billion people have zero access to God’s 
          word in their native language
It’s a church problem
It’s also a Christian problem

  -the only authorized means by which the Gospel goes global and 
     reaches “the nations, languages, tribes, and people” is the 
     Great Commission given to Disciples of Jesus – and disciples 
     of Jesus means you and me – Christians!

(the real underlying issue is a discipleship problem
Matthew 28:18-20 is what we call the Great Commission – the   marching orders for ALL who would follow Jesus; the charge for ALL Christians; the expectation of ALL disciples of Jesus!
Correcting a Misconception 
“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus
had directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.”                                                             Matthew 28:16-17 
=there’s a misconception among many that “the eleven disciples” 

     are in a different class altogether …

“In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued 
in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: 14 Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and James and John, and Philip, Bartholomew,
15and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.”                                       Luke 6:12-16
=these Apostles we could call Disciples

=all others, including you and me, we could call disciples

=the charge given to the Disciples by Jesus is NOT exclusive to 

       them— it is a charge given to all disciples
Every Believer since the birth of the Church has been called and given the charge (the responsibility) to multiply the Church by a specific, God-ordained, God-authorized means:  making disciples

A disciple is one who follows Jesus with the goal of bringing others along [a disciple makes disciples!]
NOW— these men (these 11 we call ‘the Disciples)— have much in common with us [by ‘us’ I mean ‘professing Believers’]

3 specific common characteristics of all disciples—

  -they obey – a disciple obeys his Teacher

  -they worship (v. 17) – when they saw Him, they worshiped

  -they doubt – “. . . but some doubted”                     
(Matthew includes this line for 2 reasons:

   *It was true—

         ‘By reporting worship and doubt in the same sentence, Matthew 

          tells the Church that the structure of Christian faith and life is 

          bipolar—disciples live their lives between worship and doubt… 

          Christians are both believers and doubters, adoring and 

          wondering, trusting and questioning.”     F.D. Bruner
   *It anticipates a greater truth—

      -you cannot carry out the Great Commission in the power of 
            your own strength 

The glaring problem is that far too many have made a decision    

     but very few have been discipled.
We must make disciples but first, we must be disciples!
