M.B.C. NOTES

Discipleship and a 2020 Vision (part 2)
Matthew 28:16-20
Sunday, January 12, 2020
“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…’”

 





Matthew 28:18-19a
65% of Protestant Churchgoers Say They Can Walk With God Without Other Believers

  -and yet, while 65% of churchgoers say they can walk with God 

     alone, according to Life Way Research, 75% say they need 
     other believers to help them to grow in their walk with God
(Say what?)
   (In other words— I can . . . but I don’t . . . because I can’t!

1/3 of Churchgoers Read the Bible Daily

   -32% of Americans who attend Protestant church say they
         personally read the Bible every day 

   -27% say they read it a few times a week

   -12% read it once a week 
   -11% read it a few times a month 
   -5% read it once a month 
   -12% (1 in 8 of regular churchgoers) never read the Bible
6 out of 10 Churches Are Plateaued or in Decline 

(we’re seeing the fruit of a long-term neglect of discipleship
Discipleship and a 2020 Vision
Correcting a Misconception 
Conceiving the Mission – what does it mean to ‘make disciples’?
“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’”   Matt 28:18-20
I want us to ‘conceive’ (grasp) the Mission in 4 Words—
Motivation—
  -genuine worship actually drives discipleship!

   “. . . worship is the goal and the fuel of missions: Missions exists    

     because worship doesn’t. Missions is our way of saying: the joy
     of knowing Christ is not a private, or tribal, or national or ethnic
     privilege. It is for all. And that’s why we go. Because we have 
     tasted the joy of worshiping Jesus, and we want all the families of 
     the earth included.”                      -John Piper
A people who truly worship will want to be discipled AND will want to make disciples!
   -to be a disciple is to first and foremost engage in the worship 
       of God with all that you are— 
       --not just on Sunday morning but every day— 

       --that’s an integral component of discipleship

Authority—

“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”


Matthew 28:18 
=this claim to ‘authority’ is critical to discipleship!

=“Authority” – vested power; inherent right to a held position

=this statement by Jesus is the basis for who we are as a Church

 -think about how radical this is – Jesus is making an absolute 
    claim about His Kingship and Lordship over the universe
-All authority belongs to Him—eternal life is on His terms

(Without His authority, we would never have the confidence or 

       the assurance to venture out to make disciples!

   -what right do we have to tell anybody that they should change 
         their life and follow Jesus Christ? 
   -what authority do I have to tell you that there is only one way 

          to eternal life?

   -such a proposition, that Jesus is the only way, is really rather 

        outlandish— if it is based on my say so (my authority)

(BUT— if Jesus Christ rose from the dead . . .
