M.B.C. NOTES

Discipleship and a 2020 Vision (part 3)
Matthew 28:16-20
Sunday, January 19, 2020
“And Jesus came and said to them . . . ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…’”
                 Matthew 28:18-19a
“What a lot of folk want to do is they want to audit the Christian life. You know what an audit is— an audit is I want the information but not the work; teach it to me but don’t give me a home assignment, don’t give me a test, don’t give me a reading assignment. Just give me the data. In fact, a lot of what the church has become is Christian auditing. I ain’t gonna be committed, but I like the teacher and I like the information being taught. But don’t ask me to act on it. Don’t ask me to be committed to it. Don’t ask me to be tested on it. But I’ll come to class because I want the information. You want to audit the Christian life and then wonder why don’t get any spiritual grades.”              
-Tony Evans

Conceiving the Mission – what does it mean to ‘make disciples’?
Motivation— what motivates the task of discipleship?
Authority—what is established the concept of discipleship
Command— what did Jesus tell us to actually do?

“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘. . . Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.’”   

Matthew 28:18a, 19

Let’s address the obvious— we have been called—

    *NOT to make converts . . . 

    *NOT to make Christians… 

    *NOT to secure decisions . . . 

But to make Disciples!

Step 1: Understand the Command

“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.”
  =the command is to make disciples—

  =the command is to reproduce what you are—
 =to ‘dsciple’ is—

     --to help someone to progressively learn the Word of God 
     --to mature and grow as a disciple (literally, ‘a learner,’ a true 
            Christ-follower)
     --to train (develop) in the truths of Scripture and the lifestyle
            required to follow Chris.
To make a disciple is to help a believer learn to be a follower of Christ in belief and practice. 
Step 2: Undertake the Command with Intentionality 
   =no one accidentally creates disciples!
   =no one is passively discipled

   =discipleship is an intentional process

Step 3: Faithfully Execute the Command
“Going . . . baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”    
3 Specifics are given for ‘making disciples’—
*Go(ing)— “as you are going”
     -the implication is relational (Discipleship is relational!)
*Baptizing— should be understood two ways:
      -as the ordinance of baptism (as in baptize those who believe)

      -as a metaphor: for identification

  Discipleship:

       *requires a public acknowledgment of Jesus Christ as Lord 

       *requires communion with the saints (being part of the body)

       *reminds us that we belong to Him

BUT— that’s not where it ends…that’s where it begins!
*Teaching— the heart of discipleship!

    -you do not disciple unbelievers . . . you evangelize them

    -you do not disciple non-Christians…you tell them the Gospel

    -you disciple a Believer by teaching them to follow Jesus as 

         you yourself are following Jesus

That means—

  =teach them Biblical Truth – doctrinal truth

  =teach then to engage the Christian life – to live life as a 

       follower of Jesus . . . how do we do that?

(Encouragement— what keeps a disciple going?
