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“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. ”                       




                  Romans 8:18-19
Paul helps us come to terms with the reality that the world isn’t right— and even Christian are not immune from the consequence of living in a broken world!

 “I'd love to wear a rainbow every day, 

    and tell the world that everything's okay, 

but I’ll try to carry off a little darkness on my back 

    ‘till things are brighter. I'm the man in black.”   
                -Johnny Cash
 “For I consider. . .”    (v. 18)
    =for I ‘consider’ (‘reckon’) = ‘I have thoroughly thought this 

       through and have come to the conclusion’ that nothing I  

       suffer in this life compares to what awaits me when this life   

       is over’

5 weeks ago I told you that Paul is doing 2 things in this 18th v:
Living in a Fallen World Means We Will Suffer 

The Suffering of the Present Pales to the Glory that Awaits
There’s a day coming, through the grace of Christ, when—

     *the created order will be transformed— the world that is not 

          right will be made right (vv. 19-21)
     *the Christian will be transformed— we who are not right will 

          be made right (vv. 22-25)
There’s A Better World Coming!
Notice—

The Anticipation of Creation

“For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.”




Romans 8:19
   -Paul uses personification to communicate the profound truth 
      that the whole universe (created order) is caught up in both:

           *the plight of the Fall of man, and 
           *the hope of the future glory of Redeemed man!
  -he personifies ‘the created order’ as ‘longing for, looking for, 
       straining with anticipation to see something…

The Frustration of Creation

“For the creation was subjected to futility . . .”     (v. 20a)
    ‘Ecclesiastes is a commentary on Romans 8:20.’  
                                                                  -Curtis Vaughn

  =the Fall didn’t just affect Adam and all of his descendants— it 
       extended to all of creation— 

  =since the Fall, creation no longer fulfills its original design and 
       purpose; it has been subject to frustration as a consequence 
       of human sin 
The Expectation for Creation

“For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”          (v. 20b-21)
-this expectation turns on 3 realities:
    *This is God’s World – He made it; it’s His 

    *This world is NOT what it was created to be

    *This world will be renewed – made new – reborn

(many Christians want to remove God from the equation of   

       suffering in this world essentially becoming a quasi-deist 
(we live in a fallen world . . . that is reality— so what do I do?
      *not think about it? 

      *be overwhelmed by it? 

      *NO— as a Believer, I see the hope that is Jesus
     Creation itself is waiting for its regeneration, its rebirth.
