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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 96: What We’re Waiting For!
Romans 8:22-25
February 9, 2020
“And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.”


                                 Romans 8:23
 “Men more frequently require to be reminded than informed.”
            --Samuel Johnson: Rambler #2 (March 24, 1750)
“Perhaps more poignantly, thoughtful human beings suffer pangs from aging. They gain an acute sense of the one-way flow of time that carries with it treasures and opportunities and youthful agilities that seemingly will not come again. Worse, they know perfectly well how human life ends . . . though we walk through the valley of death just once, we spend our whole lives in the valley of the shadow of death.”                                       Alvin Plantinga
Paul is reminding us of a truth that we innately know— not only is the created order fallen, we are fallen!
A quick reminder of a Critical Truth—
Living in a Fallen World Means We Will Suffer 

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time . . .”
Rom 8:18a 
“If you have not suffered much, your time will come. And God has inspired this section of Scripture so that you will be ready and able to fight the fight of faith and not be conquered by despair or unbelief.”                       -John Piper

This Critical Truth is paired with a Comforting Truth—

The Suffering of the Present Pales to the Glory that Awaits
“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”     Romans 8:18 
Paul mentions 2 specifics in vv. 19-25
  *the created order will be transformed— the world that is not 

          right will be made right (vv. 19-22)
  *the Christian will be transformed— we’re not right…but, we 
         will be made right (vv. 22-25)
Remember, Paul’s argument is about assurance— my assurance doesn’t rest on my past proposals or present performance – it rests on God’s promise!
   *we do not have the assurance that we will be delivered from it 

        in this life— I cannot assure you that it will get better here

   *but I can assure you that none of it compares to the glory that 

        awaits you in Him—

   *He has promised that:

        =this fallen creation will be made new

        =you will be made new—that’s What We’re Waiting For
“And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.”                  Romans 8:23
 *the Spirit Himself is the ‘first fruits’ for the Believer and the    

     guarantee of that which is to come
 *what we ultimately await – what we are really looking for and 

     waiting for is the finalization of our adoption!

  -we’ve already been adopted into the household of God, but not 
      in all of its glory and fullness—
       “Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not 
          yet appeared…”                I John 3:2
  (we are eagerly awaiting the redemption of our bodies
  (Paul sets ‘our adoption’ in apposition to ‘redemption of body’
“In the midst of our sufferings, we groan even as the ground we walk upon groans under our feet. And as creation groans in anticipation of the day when it will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God, so too, we long for the great resurrection and the final redemption of our bodies at the end of the age.”  K. Riddlebarger
