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“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.”


                                 Romans 8:26-27
The doctrine of assurance – the Biblical teaching that someone who is saved by grace through faith in the atoning work of Jesus Christ will indeed make it home!

Assurance of salvation feeds my basic hope, joy, peace

 “The being in a state of grace makes a man’s condition happy, safe, and sure; but the seeing, the knowing of himself to be in such a state is that which renders his life sweet and comfortable.”   --Thomas Brooks
Assurance is an integral part of doctrine of Salvation
Paul is showing us is that assurance of salvation for the Christian is the fruit of the work of the Holy Spirit – I ‘know’, I  experience assurance through the work of the Holy Spirit

Paul is giving us 2 specific works of the Holy Spirit that support our assurance of salvation here in Romans 8—
The Spirit Confirms Our Identity (vv. 14-25)

The Spirit Conquers Our Infirmity (vv. 26ff)
  *we don’t do what we should…we do what we shouldn’t (go 

        back to Romans 7)

  *there is a spiritual ignorance about us – there is so much we 
        don’t understand that we should – and the one defining 
        proof of it – our prayer life!
     “Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know 
        what to pray for as we ought . . . (we don’t know THE prayer to pray 

        as we should)”  
Paul isn’t talking about praying in general— context strongly 
   suggests my prayer life in the midst of suffering… and even 
   more specific— my lack of knowledge and understanding of the 
   will of God in times of difficulty 

Paul confesses it for us— “For we do not know what to pray for as we ought…”
Faced with such prospect in my own life – whether sickness,   

persecution, loss, tragedy (you name it!)— how do I pray?

 (I don’t know – and that in itself is all the evidence I need that I 

       need (and I am thankful) that the Spirit of God prays for me 

A Prayer Primer for Problem Times:

*Prayer is an Expected Duty
*Prayer is an Unexpected Difficulty

    =prayer is much harder . . . more difficult than you think…

    =prayer is not easy – but then, why should it be?
*Prayer requires an Essential Understanding
   =I’m not praying to manipulate or change His mind about 

       anything— why would I want to change the mind of the One 

       who is perfect in every way and rules according to His 

       perfect will

*Prayer is an Effective Encouragement
“When you feel very weak, because of suffering or decay or sickness or futility or persecution or failed plans or baffling decisions, don't despair, as if God is angry with you or at your inability to know what to do or what to pray. At that very moment, experience the wordless groanings of your heart as groanings for the glory of Christ. And trust the Spirit of God to intercede for you about the specifics. Trust him, that because he is praying for you, your Father will bring about decisions and circumstances that will magnify Christ in the best way – in the very midst of your ignorance and groaning.”        John Piper 

