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“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”
       Romans 8:28
“…one of the most remarkable statements that even this Apostle ever made. It is also one of the most comforting statements in the whole range of Scripture. We are surely entitled to say that in respect of the statement of exalted doctrine there is really nothing higher than this . . . written for our consolation as well as for our edification.”



--Martyn Lloyd-Jones
 =Romans 8:28 is not only for our consolation
 =Romans 8:28 is also about our edification— it’s about teaching 
      us the most profound, life-changing, soul-strengthening truth, 
      that God is sovereign over every facet and phase of my life!
Why does Paul flesh out assurance in a context of suffering—
     -because suffering tends to raise doubts 

     -because prosperity tends to promote spiritual amnesia
A life that God has ‘graced’ means that He is always at work – 

   (His presence and His work are real – and His work is about 
           conforming me to Jesus Christ 
   (and He will be working in me until my day is done . . . where 

          it will then end in glory!
‘It’s all good’ for one reason only: God causes it all to be good!
A Life Changing Precept:  God Orders Everything for My Good
“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love   

     God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”   (KJV)
“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to   

    those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”








(NASB)

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”                    (ESV

Now— let me clarify what Paul is NOT saying—

 *Paul is NOT saying that everything in my life is good – 

   (what Paul IS saying is that God uses all things, even evil, 
         even pain, even suffering – He uses everything individually, 
         comprehensibly for the good of the believer
 *Paul is NOT asking you to take a Que Sera Sera – fatalistic   

  approach to life
 *What Paul IS talking about is the providence of God – the fact   

     that God has ordered everything in my life simultaneously for 
     His glory and my good.
   =it’s not just all the nice things that work together for my 
       good… it’s the ugly, and the hateful and the evil– 

         *it’s sickness and death – 

         *it’s marital strife and infidelity

         *it’s strife at work that costs you a job

         *it’s persecution because of your belief
         *it’s the stress or raising a special needs child 
God causes it all to work together for my good. 
“Believers may be depressed at the harsh conditions of their lives, but they should bear in mind that through it all God is working out a great purpose. No matter what the circumstances, that purpose will not be overthrown, and it culminates in final glory.”                  Leon Morris
Only Believers Can Claim This Promise
“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”                    (ESV

It is only for believers— (described in 2 ways)

  =those who love God 
  =those who are called according to His purpose  
And what is God’s purpose? — God has purposed from before the foundation of the world to bring me to glorify!    (vs 29-30) 
