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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 100: Working the Plan (part 1)
Romans 8:28-30
March 8, 2020
“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he fore-knew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.”
            Romans 8:28-30
The 4 Spiritual Laws
    Law 1: God loves you and has a wonderful pan for your life
    Law 2: Man is Sinful and separated from God

    Law 3: Jesus Christ is God's only provision for man's sin

    Law 4: We must individually receive Jesus as Savior and Lord  

The Problem: we tend to confuse the ultimate with the immediate

   (the ultimate plan that God has for me is to be like Jesus!

               Ephesians 1:3-4         Romans 8:29          I John 3:2
   (the problem is— we don’t tend to imagine THIS plan

       =we don’t think eternally . . . we think temporally
“The confidence that a sovereign God governs your good and bad and all the pleasures you’ll ever experience is an incomparable refuge and security and hope and power in your life.”             
-John Piper, Future Grace
Bottom line is this— ‘it’s all good for one reason: because God Orders Everything for My Good
*Romans 8:28 states a marvelous // glorious promise—

*But it also limits that promise— it applies to a specific people
*Romans 8:29-30 then detail the sovereign and certain process, 
       the plan that God is working that guarantees the promise 

The Promise of the Plan Starts With God

=the Promise is that ‘All things work together for good’ 

=the Plan: is summarized in the word “good” 

=but it all starts with God

          We’ll never really understand this verse as long as we 
               put God at the end and not at the beginning!

My life as a follower of Jesus Christ starts with God –  He is front and center at the beginning. He is there at the end and He is at every point in between. 
The Perspective of the Plan Requires is a Long-Term View 

“And we know that . . .  all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”
  -the problem . . . the danger of judging the end by the begin​ning 
  -we judge what we cannot see by what we can see
  -when tragedy strikes, if I don’t see a purpose, I assume there 
         isn’t one
We fail to play the long game— we lack a long-term perspective
Instead of judging the end by the beginning we need to judge the beginning by the end!
  = all things ‘work together’ [sunergon] – English synergy
  =synergy: what you get when you put two or more elements   

       together to form something new that neither could form 
       separately  

Many of the things that make no sense when seen in isolation are in fact working together to produce something good in my life.     

There’s much more to look at here—
The Problem of ‘Good’ Must Be Understood

The Particulars of the Plan
God does indeed have a wonderful plan but that plan may very well include heartache and pain and it will include death. Why would anyone want to hear that—

   -because death is coming for everyone

   -and only 1 plan includes meaning, real purpose, eternal life
