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“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he fore-knew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.”
            Romans 8:28-30
We meet Paul in the book of Acts as the persecutor of the church
But that will change – this determined persecutor of the cause of 

Christ would become the persecuted for the cause of Christ…
      “…(multiple) imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near 
      death. 24 Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less 
      one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods . . . stoned (to death) Three 
      times I was ship-wrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26 on 
      frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger 
      from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in 
      the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27 in toil and 
      hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often 
      without food, in cold and exposure. 28 And, apart from other things, there 
       is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches.”
=it’s in that light that we should hear the words that he writes to 
  the Church at Rome—

      “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
        good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”
Everything that I go through or experience is part of the plan that God is working to fulfill His purpose in my life— that purpose is that I would be like Jesus!
The Promise of the Plan Starts With God
The Perspective of the Plan Requires a Long-Term View 
The Problem of ‘Good’ Must Be Understood

“And we know that . . . all things work together for good…”
=a big problem with rightly understanding this promise is our 

     very relativistic understanding of the word ‘good’

=the ‘GOOD’ is a specific good defined by the text itself
   “And we know that for those who love God all things work together
       for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those 
       whom he fore-knew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
       his Son…”
=there are 3 different Greek words in the NT generally translated 
    as the adjective “good.” 
   *kalos – something free from defect; beautiful 
   *chrestos – useful, profitable, serviceable
   *agathos – moral excellence, worthy of admiration – when 
         applied to a person it signifies the excellence of the 

         person in his existing position  [Romans 8:28]
How we need to understand this—
“And he said to him, ‘Why do you ask me about what is good? There is 
    only one who is good.’”                    Matthew 19:17
 =no one is ‘good’ but God alone

 =by calling Jesus ‘good’ He is calling Him, God!

     -he is not (we are not) good . . . we don’t meet the standard

     -there is only one way to meet that standard – Jesus!
=‘all things’ being made to work together for ‘good’ – means that 
      whatever the ‘thing’ is – the purpose of God is to use it to 
      make me something that I am, by nature, NOT

  “Neither must we come to this great matter with the idea that we can fully understand and comprehend it. This is the mind of God, so if you make your own understanding the basis of your approach you are doomed to failure. It is His purpose, and no finite, human, sinful mind can ever grasp it fully . . . What counts here is not what you can understand. We must start as Moses did, by putting off our shoes from off our feet, as we approach this holy revelation of the mind of God. 
We must not be at all surprised if we find that there are quite a number of things which we cannot understand or reconcile . . . we must approach the teaching in a humble and reverent attitude, which is alone appropriate in the rarified atmosphere of this ‘mount of God.’”                                             -Martyn Lloyd-Jones
The Particulars of the Plan
*Foreknown   *Predestined   *Called   *Justified   *Glorified
