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“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”
            Romans 8:28
And perhaps the greatest challenge we face is the challenge of fear and anxiety that seems to naturally arise in times of uncertainty— which is why, time and time again, the Bible exhorts the people of God to “Fear not!’

      “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
            I will fear no evil – I will ‘fear not’….”    Psalm 23:4
       “The Lord is my light and my salvation;
              whom (or what) shall I fear?
         The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
               of whom (or what) shall I be afraid?”   Psalm 27:1-2
    “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will 
      eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. 
      Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?”






Matthew 6:25
             “Anxiety is carrying concerns in this world in such a 
               way that we lose perspective on life and/or lack trust 
              in God.”                              David Platt
‘for those who love God (those called according to His purpose – and remember that purpose is to make you more like Jesus) –

all things (even a global pandemic) are caused by God to work together for GOOD’
So— just how is a global pandemic a ‘good thing’ (remember what Paul means by ‘good’ in this verse) —

    “How is this working to conform me / to shape me / to make 
      me like Jesus?”
     (let’s be clear—
           *a deadly virus is not a good thing

           *a crashed economy is not a good thing

           *a global pandemic itself cannot be called ‘good’

How Dependent I Am on the Grace of God 
   *we are Fragile
          “The life of a man is like grass, he flourishes like a flower of the   

               field; the wind [or COVID-19] blows over it and it is gone and its   

               place remembers it no more.”       Psalm 103:15-16
   *we are Equal
       -no one is immune from this – it’s crossing all borders and 

            hitting all segments and parts of the human race 
   *we are not in Control
How Far We’ve Drifted from the Priority of God 
  =the definitive word on priority for every Christian—
“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
 things will be added you. Therefore don’t be anxious about tomorrow…”       
Matthew 6:33-34
  -God has not been THE priority of most professing Believers

  -His righteousness has not been THE priority—the priority has 
       been convenience and comfort—

        --we’ve been seeking ‘all these things’ instead of  

        righteousness
TODAY (and maybe for weeks to come ) –we’re being given the 
     opportunity to heed the counsel of the Psalmist to — ‘Be still, 
     and know that I am God’  
How Much We Need to Trust God 

  =I’m trusting in the grace and mercy of God that what we are 

       seeing and experiencing today is one of those “all things” 
       that He will work together for my good and His glory!
Covid-19 is reminding us of the reality that we’d rather not be reminded of but need to be reminded—

     “. . . it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes 
        judgment”               Heb. 9:27 
