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“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”                            






Romans 8:18
Why subject myself to the pain of self-examination and the challenge of making changes?
 *because the Bible exhorts us to do that very thing in order that    

     we might confirm the reality of our faith— am I real?
      “Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. 
      Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—
      unless indeed you fail to meet the test!”    2 Corinthians 13:5 

 *because the future is closer than you realize— am I ready? 
 “This paragraph, from verse 18 to verse 25, is the classic statement on the question of suffering. It is not the only one, of course, but in many ways it is the most profound statement on the suffering of the Christian in this present life. No subject is more urgently important for Christian people at the present time. With the world as it is today, and with the possibilities which are becoming increasingly clear, surely nothing is more important for us than to know how exactly we are to react to the troubles and the trials, the tribulations and the suffering which we have to endure as we live our lives in this world.”         
Martyn Lloyd-Jones
       “No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 
          grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced    

          that God was able to do what he had promised.”    Romans 4:20-21
   -no matter what he faced, Abraham ‘gave glory to God’
   -a strong faith is strong because it does give all glory to God!
Remember those 2 words in Rom 8:17 that are front and center—
  -‘suffering’ and ‘glory’

  -the ‘hurts’ (suffering) and the ‘hallelujahs’ (heirs / glory) 
In the very next verse (Rom 8:18)— we see them both again— and in v. 18 – a critical time element is brought forward—

  =the ‘sufferings of this present time’
  =the ‘glory that is to be revealed’ (future)
Living in a Fallen World Means We Will Suffer 

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time . . .”






Romans 8:18a
Let me give 3 vital elements to a right view of suffering—
*Christians suffer
   -that phrase “the sufferings of this present time” is Paul’s 

        invitation to remember that we live in a fallen world!

*God Is Sovereign over Suffering

   “for the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of 
      God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because 
      of him who subjected it, in hope…”                      Romans 8:19-20
     (irony— we want God to protect us from pain but we don’t 

            want Him telling us what to do!

*Christ is our Pattern

 “In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him….”                Hebrews 5:7-9 

The Suffering of the Present Pales to the Glory that Awaits
“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”     Romans 8:18 
 -Paul isn’t just reminding us of the prospect of suffering…
 -he is also giving us a greater perspective on suffering!

 -present sufferings pale in comparison to coming glory

Paul isn’t saying that we will SEE something better . . . but that we will BE something better— 

     *the created order will be transformed— the world that is not 

          right will be made right!

     *the Christian will be transformed— we who are not right will 

          be made right!
