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“And he said to them, ‘When you pray, say: . . . 3Give us each day our daily bread,  4and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.’”             Luke 11:2-4
 “The one thing we most urgently need in Western Christendom is a deeper knowledge of God. We need to know God better. When it comes to knowing God, we are a culture of the spiritually stunted. So much of our religion is packaged to address our felt needs— and these are almost uniformly anchored in our pursuit of our own happiness and fulfillment. God simply becomes the Great Being who, potentially at least, meets our needs and fulfills our aspirations. We think rather little of what He is like, what He expects of us, what He seeks in us. We are not captured by His holiness and His love; His thoughts and words capture too little of our imaginations, too little of our discourse, too few of our priorities . . . One of the foundational steps in knowing God, and one of the basic demonstrations that we do know God, is prayer— spiritual, persistent, biblically minded prayer.”


                  

                                --D.A. Carson, A Call to Spiritual Reformation

When I Pray . . . Pray that God Would Give, Forgive, and Protect
“ . . . ‘When you pray, say: ‘Father . . .  3Give us each day our daily bread, 4and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.’   Luke 11:2-4
Pray the Father to Give Me. . . to Provide all my needs

‘Give us each day our daily bread . . .’    Luke 11:3
 =these are basic human needs . . . 

       -there’s nothing more basic to human existence than the 

                 need to eat. T be nourished, to be sustained
       -there’s nothing more essential to peace of mind and 

                  conscience than the forgiveness of sin

       -there’s nothing more conducive to worry free living than 

                  avoiding sin to begin with

The Substance of this request— “our daily bread”
  =Why bread?  
       -in antiquity, bread was the most basic staple of life!

       -it’s not just a reference to food but to all basic material need

NOTE:  doesn’t ask for a specific kind of bread – just ‘daily’ 
     bread— what is necessary for me to live each day!

“Remove falsehood and lies far from me;
        do not give me poverty or riches,
        feed me with my allotted portion of bread, 
9 lest I become satisfied and act deceptively and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’
       Or lest I become poor and steal and demean the name of my God.”     
  




Proverbs 30:8-9 (NET)
=When you pray, ‘Give us our daily bread,’ you're really praying,     

    “Father, I confess that if I live it is because You provide what I 
     need, You’re the One who sustain me.” 
(This prayer petition is the universal acknowledgment of every 
        heart that the Father sustains not only our physical life but 

        our spiritual life as well! 
“If all be a gift, see the odious ingratitude of men who sin against their giver! God feeds them, and they fight against him; he gives them bread, and they give him affronts. How unworthy is this! Should we not cry shame of him who had a friend always feeding him with money, and yet he should betray and injure him? Thus ungratefully do sinners deal with God; they not only forget his mercies, but abuse them . . . Oh, how horrid is it to sin against a bountiful God! — to strike the hands that relieve us! How many make a dart of God’s mercies and shoot at him! He gives them wit, and they serve the devil with it; he gives them strength, and they waste it among harlots; he gives them bread to eat, and they lift up the heel against him . . . They are like Absalom, who, as soon as David his father kissed him, plotted treason against him. Those who sin against their giver, and abuse God’s royal favors, the mercies of God will come in as witnesses against them.”





--Thomas Watson

