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“And he said to them, ‘When you pray, say: . . . lead us not into temptation.’”             
Luke 11:2-4
 “Our Lord Jesus, in these words, gave to his disciples and to us a directory for prayer. The ten commandments are the rule of our life, the creed is the sum of our faith, and the Lord’s prayer is the pattern of our prayer. As God prescribed Moses a pattern of the tabernacle, so Christ has here prescribed us a pattern of prayer… We ought to examine our prayers by this rule . . . that is, let all your petitions agree with the things contained in the Lord’s prayer . . . As Solomon’s Song, for its excellence is called the ‘Song of songs,’ so may this be well called the ‘Prayer of prayers’. The matter of it is admirable: for its comprehensiveness (it is short and pithy, a great deal said in a few words) . . .; for its clearness (it is plain and intelligible to every capacity – clearness is the grace of speech); for its completeness (it contains the chief things that we have to ask, or God has to bestow).”                           

       --Thomas Watson, The Lord’s Prayer
So far we’ve noted that according to Jesus —
When I Pray . . . Pray the Bible
When I Pray . . . Pray to My Father
When I Pray . . . Pray the Name of God Would Be ‘Hallowed’

When I Pray . . . Pray for the Kingdom of God to Unfold
When I Pray . . . Pray that God Would Give, Forgive, and Protect

Pray the Father to Provide all my needs

Pray the Father to Pardon all my sins 
Pray the Father to Protect Me  

‘…And lead us not into temptation.’
What do you think is the most important thing that we should
     pray for one another?
Why do I need to pray – ‘Father, lead me not into temptation?’  
This is prayer for 2 specific things—

I’m Praying for God to Protect Me from Me  

 “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God,’ for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.”             James 1:12-15

--NO . . . God does not tempt me—

--BUT – He will allow me to be tested…put on trial?
--AND— trials put me on the edge of temptation!

(To pray— ‘Lord protect me— don’t lead me to temptation’:

    *recognizes my inherent weakness 

    *remembers my innate need –which is His strength

What do I need more than anything else— a divine protector! 
    =I need mercy to protect me from myself
    =I need grace to protect me from the Evil One 
I’m Praying for God to Protect Me from the Evil One 
=don’t let sin have its way with me . . . don't let Satan have his 
      way with me
=Life is a process of perfecting trials or debilitating temptations.  =how I respond determines which—

 
“What then is the meaning of ‘Lead us not into temptation’? The meaning is, that God would not suffer us to be overcome by
temptation; that we may not be given up to the power of
temptation, and be drawn into sin.”       Thomas Watson

