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“And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened . . .  13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’”                            
Luke 11:9, 13
Prayer gives us the right perspective on living— we can (and should) seek to glorify God in all things in life as we seek His provision of our everyday needs!
Luke 11:5 – continues Jesus’ teaching on prayer—

 *vv. 1-4 give us specifics on what we should pray –
        Prayer is to always be God-centered and God-exalting
 *vv. 5-13 builds off these 1st 4 verses and gives us specifics not 

        on the content of our prayer but rather on the character of 

        our prayer – can we go the distance in prayer … can I be 

         persistent in praying
Why does Jesus emphasize persistence in prayer as He teaches His Disciples (us) about prayer?    -isn’t it enough to pray? 
An Interesting Illustration (vv. 5-8)
=the Principle Jesus is wanting us to understand is this—be 
    persistent in praying because you are needier than you think!
=He is telling His disciples— ‘be impudent’

‘…yet because of his impudence  he will rise and give him whatever he needs.
=Impudent— probably not a word you use every day—
   [v. 8 – impudence (ESV) – no shame, no respect
   [     (KJV) – ‘because of his importunity’ 
   [    (NASB— ‘because of his persistent’

   [    (NIV)— ‘because of his boldness (shameless audacity’)

(so in teaching us to pray is Jesus teaching us to ‘beg’?
    -I prefer:  to plead . . . to appeal
=the illustration is from the culture of the day – hospitality

(Jesus draws an analogy –

   “If that friend would get up and get his friend the food, not so 
     much because he was a friend, but just because he was bugging 
     him to death with his begging – how much more do you think 
     the heavenly Father will hear and answer your prayers when 
     you plead and appeal and beg?” 

   *the point He is making is this— we are indeed beggars who 

       have no idea just how needy we are
    *persistence in prayer— impudent prayer— admits that!

A Continuing Explanation 

“And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.”    Luke 11:9
=Jesus is actually saying the same thing in a different way—

=He stacks commands – keep on asking…seeking… knocking

   “Those who live without prayer live without God in this world.”
                                                                   --Matthew Henry

A Certain Expectation (vv. 10-13)
=He tells us to expect God to always answer our prayers! 
=Get this right—

   -Jesus is not giving us carte blanche … vv. 5-13 are contingent 

          on vv. 2-4 – we’ve already been given the parameters!

   -He’s not saying that the Father answers as I pray… He answers      

        according to the Father’s goodness (vv. 11-12) and His will 
(God’s answers are always good, even when I can’t see it
“God does not answer our prayers as we pray them, but as we would pray them if we were wiser.”             -J. Calvin 

Have the audacity to keep telling God what you need!

