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“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’”                            



Luke 11:13
He Started with An Interesting Illustration (vv. 5-8)
A Continuing Explanation (v. 9)
A Certain Expectation (vv. 10-13)
  =expect God to always answer our prayers! 
   “…when we pray for temporal things, our prayers must be limited; 
     we must pray conditionally, so far as God sees them good for us. 
     He sometimes sees cause to withhold temporal things from us: 
      when they would be snares, and draw our hearts from him; 
      therefore we should pray for these things with submission to 
      God’s will.”              Thomas Watson
 “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”                          Luke 11:13
    =NOTE: who is He talking to here?  [Disciples!]

    =He’s not saying you were evil…but you are evil! 
*why Jesus is telling us this – He’s setting up a contrast:  

(If I’m limited in wisdom yet can give my children what I 
         think is best, how much more will God the Father who is 
         perfectly wise give to His children His best 
(And here’s the twist— I go to my Father in boldness and in 
    sanctified audacity and my audacious persistence . . . 

     =Jesus does not say that the Father will give what I ask—
     =Jesus tells me He will give even more—

       “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
       will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one 
       who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or 
       which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 
       10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, who 
       are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
       will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask 

       him!”



Matthew 7:7-11
   =why does Luke say that He give us ‘the Holy Spirit’?
First, let’s clarify what He actually says here—

  *Jesus does not say— ‘I will give the Holy Spirit to those who 

           ask for Him’  [doesn't say you should ask for the Spirit]   

  *Jesus said— ‘When you ask the Father for whatever you ask
          Him for, whatever it is, He will give you the Holy Spirit.’  
Why does He give this response – what’s the point He’s making—   

   (the KEY: the proposed contrast—

     =if you, being what you are, give good things

     =the Father, being who He is, gives you His best—   

   Of all the gifts that God could possibly give us, none is greater 

    than the gift of God Himself in the person of the Holy Spirit
  =now those disciples knew about the Holy Spirit  
  =the Jews knew about the Holy Spirit— 

     -they knew Him as Creator – Gen 1, Isaiah 40, Job 33:4
     -they knew the Spirit as the One who came upon / empowered 
        Leaders (judges), prophets 

     -they knew when Messiah came, there would be a special   

        outpouring of the Spirit [Isaiah 61]

     -they knew Messiah would bring a kingdom dominated by the 
        Holy Spirit (Joel 2)
     -they knew the Holy Spirit was going to come in fullness to 

        Believers who were part of the Kingdom (Ezekiel 36)
   (this is the promise of the New Covenant—

