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17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, ‘Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 18 And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20 But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”                            

Luke 11:17-20
“Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Convention. If we could first know where we are, and whither we are tending, we could then better judge what to do, and how to do it. We are now far into the fifth year, since a policy was initiated, with the avowed object, and confident promise, of putting an end to slavery agitation.  Under the operation of that policy, that agitation has not only, not ceased, but has constantly augmented.  In my opinion, it will not cease, until a crisis shall have been reached, and passed. A house divided against itself cannot stand.”      
                                                                        -Abraham Lincoln (1858)
 =Lincoln was making a national application of a Biblical 
     Principle—the peril of a nation torn between 2 incompatible

     realities (in this case slavery and freedom)

(Jesus’ words pointed to a much deadlier conflict – the Great 

         Conflict of the Ages 

We obviously have a change of scenery (setting)—

 =Jesus is teaching about prayer all the way through Luke 11:13

=and when we get to v. 14, this is what we get – “Now he was 
          casting out a demon that was mute…”
     (there are two people in the world— those with Jesus and 
            those against Jesus (period)

 “In the war between God and Satan, between good and evil, between light and darkness, between truth and lies there is no middle ground.  There is only heaven and hell which crystallizes into permanency the decision and the choice made here.  The one who does not believe in Jesus Christ, does not receive Him, does not follow Christ with all his heart, does not join in building Christ's kingdom is in partnership with Satan as much as if he were a Satan worshiper.  It is not necessary to oppose Jesus Christ to be against Him . . .  All you have to do is nothing about Jesus Christ. . .”                     John MacArthur  
The Miracle (v. 14)
    “…if it is God’s desire and design, and man’s chief glory, that he should be the priest of creation and articulate creation’s response to the Creator, that he should talk with God as a son with a father, then it is obvious why it should be of prime strategic importance to the enemy to cripple man’s ability to speak with God, to lock up man’s spirit within himself, and as far as God is concerned to turn this earth into a silent planet.”   David Gooding
The Reaction
 *the initial reaction of many— ‘they marvel’  -as it should be!

 *the religious reaction

      15 But some of them said, ‘He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of 
      demons,”                                Luke 11:15
       -Beelzebul, the prince of demons, ‘lord of the flies’

        -in essence calling Him a tool of the Devil

 *the skeptical reaction
    ‘while others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven.’  (v. 16)   
      -the skeptic who says, ‘give me a sign’ will always want 

           another one!

The Answer   (vv. 17-20)
(Jesus’ answer — you obviously haven’t thought it through

  =their reaction to Jesus is like so many today . . . 

     -in most cases— a lack of serious engagement with the obvious

     -in other cases— simple prejudiced hatred of God

