M.B.C. NOTES

Easter 2020
But God Raised Him from the Dead!
Acts 13:26-30
April 12, 2020
“Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has been sent the message of this salvation. 27 For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not recognize him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning him. 28 And though they found in him no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29 And when they had carried out all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead . . .”





Acts 13:26-30
Easter 2020 will be one you remember because it has been stripped down to what matters most— the historical fact and life changing truth that Jesus Christ was raised from the dead! 
The book of Acts shows us the global implication, as well as, the practical application of the Resurrection of Jesus to history!
Just how important is the Resurrection of Jesus?

“And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised . . . 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep (died) in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.”

I Corinthians 15:14-15, 17-19
   (the Resurrection is the very foundation of our faith and of 

         our hope!
   (the Resurrection is the prima facie evidence for the identity 

            of Jesus 

“. . . Sometimes I was appalled when I found out why Christians believed what they did. Without any question, a single topic that emerged during this time held more promise than any other: arguments for the resurrection of Jesus. . .Very early, I realized that if Jesus was raised from the dead in time-space history, then this would easily be the strongest indication that Jesus was who he said he was. But at that time, I knew neither the evidence for the resurrection nor any strong reasons for concluding that Jesus thought of himself as Deity. Only years later, after 18 books on this subject along with debates and dialogues with some of the brightest minds around, did I rest in the argument that not only was the resurrection by far the best explanation for the historical facts upon which virtually all critical scholars who study this subject agree, but that this event was also the strongest indication of Jesus’ identity.”      -Gary Habermas
The Context of Paul’s Message (vv. 1-15) 
  =the Resurrection of Jesus is the context of all that we see here! 
The Audience for Paul’s Message (v. 16)
  =he addresses his message to the ‘men of Israel’ and ‘those who 
        fear God’ [he addresses his message to ‘religious people’]
The Content of Paul’s Message (vv. 17-23)

  =a quick redemptive historical survey of the OT 
  =If you really want to grasp the New Testament then know the 
        Old Testament!
The Heart of Paul’s Message (vv. 24-30)
 =Paul gave them the good news that we call the Gospel— 
 =This is Paul’s gospel . . . this is THE gospel . . . and it’s all 
      about Jesus— His life – His sacrificial death – His bodily 
      resurrection

 =This is also the gospel that Peter proclaimed—
      “. . . you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To 
         this we are witnesses.”      Acts 3:15
    *the message is Jesus and the Resurrection! 

    *This is the essence of the Christian faith– and it’s why we 
          are here this morning!
        -We Killed the Author of Life
        -God Raised Him from the Dead  

        -We Are Witnesses to This (to His Resurrection)
