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“The words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the collected sayings; they are given by one Shepherd.”  
Ecclesiastes 12:11
Are these ‘times’ really that much more uncertain than usual?

Is it not the reality that, apart from Christ, every day is fraught 
    with uncertainty?

Here’s the deal— Jesus doesn’t want you to be governed by fear today or any day, for that matter. He wants us to be governed by faith
Times or seasons of uncertainty are usually the most powerful God-moments that we experience! 

Ecclesiastes ‘Set(s) forth the vanity of this life, only that we may desire that life wherein, instead of vanity beneath the sun, there is truth (and eternal joy) under Him who made the sun!”     
-Augustine
“The purpose of Ecclesiastes is to reveal the bankruptcy of human wisdom and the need for God's revelation.”  -Ken Boa
Parallels between the message of Ecclesiastes and the world we’re living in today—

        *a warning about the consequences of idolatry . . . 
        *a reminder that the material cannot fill the spiritual! 

        *a warning about the consequence of ignoring God
Ecclesiastes is Painfully Honest about Life in a Fallen World
“The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.

2 Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.”






Ecclesiastes 1:1-2
  NOTE: vanity doesn’t mean what you think—

   -it doesn’t mean ‘nothing’ or ‘meaningless’
   -the Hebrew word actually means “a vapor or breath” 

   -the idea here is more accurately expressed as “life is a breath, 
         a vapor, a puff of smoke rising from a fire

             Solomon will paint a clear picture of the   
           absurdity and futility of life in a fallen world!

Ecclesiastes is Pointedly Transparent about leaving God out

Solomon (the Preacher): 

        *shows us the absolute vanity of life without God!

        *brings us to stop expecting lasting satisfaction and a 

              fulfillment of purpose from things of this earth

        *points us to the ultimate purpose of life – to live for the 

              One who made us!

“Began expounding the book of Ecclesiastes…Never before had I so clear a sight either of its meaning or beauties. Neither did I imagine, that the several parts of it were in so exquisite a manner connected together, all tending to prove the grand truth, that there is no happiness out of God.”      John Wesley
Ecclesiastes is Perpetually Relevant (12:11-14)
Wisdom, the words of the wise —

    *are like goads – they spur you, provoke you, push you
    *are like nails that hold you fixed in the right place

    *are given by ONE Shepherd – THE Shepherd
Wisdom will provoke you to ‘fear God and obey His Word’
      You will never find any true meaning or lasting happiness 
       unless and until you find it in God.
 =you only find God in Jesus Christ— Heb 1:1-2, I Tim 2:3-6
(the remedy for your troubled soul, the real purpose you seek,   
     the one thing that gives you hope in times of uncertainty is
     the ONE who gives certainty no matter the times!
