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Those Wonderful Words of Life
2 Timothy 3
May 3, 2020
“But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty . . . 14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”     
2 Timothy 3:1, 14-15
“Thanks to technological advances  . . . we have access to more information than ever before. Yet rather than ushering in a new era of enlightenment, the information age has helped fuel a surge in narcissistic and misguided intellectual elitism that has crippled informed debates on a number of issues. Today, everyone knows everything: with only a quick trip through WebMD or Wikipedia, average citizens believe themselves to be on equal intellectual footing with doctors and diplomats. All voices, even the most ridiculous, demand to be taken with equal seriousness, and any claim to the contrary is dismissed as undemocratic elitism.”
                                     -Tom Nichols, The Death of Expertise 

With both Ecclesiastes 12:11 and Psalm 103:19 in mind, I want to look at Paul’s words to his young friend, protégé, and son in the faith . . . specifically at what he shows us about Timothy’s spiritual development—

  =“the secret” behind Timothy’s growth as a man of God— 
       really is no secret at all— it was exposure to and application 
       of the Scriptures that had changed Timothy  [the same is true 
       for us today]
Timothy had witnessed Truth lived out in real life! 

And he had learned and was learning from it!
    (Timothy did not domesticate the Word of God— he lived in 

           God’s World and was prodded by God’s Word!

The Context of a Challenge (3:1-9)
“But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty.”                   2 Timothy 3:1

   -“the last days” here is not a reference to some distant future 

         date just before Jesus returns [that’s what we tend to think]

   -the “last days” – refers to the whole course of time between 
         Jesus’ ascension at His 1st coming and His bodily return at 
         His 2nd coming 
(vv. 1-5) – the character of the culture you can expect to find 

            no matter what time it is on the calendar

       (in a word:  expect to find difficult days and difficult people
(vv. 6-7) – the importance of spiritual discernment
      (expect counterfeits and cheap imitations

(vv. 8-9) – the necessity of encouragement
     (be encouraged— they will not get far, they will be exposed, 
          the Gospel will not fail!    
The Content of the Challenge (vv. 10-17)

=The challenge: (v. 14) – ‘Press on Timothy – continue in 
      what you have learned!’ 
=what Timothy learned and was to press on with is the Word!
=he was to continue in THIS understanding of the Word, that:
  -living the Word requires knowing the Word
  -faithfulness to the Word requires being grounded in the Word

  -continuing in the Word will result in trials because of the Word

 =Paul challenges Timothy with 2 propositions here:

    *If you intend to be REAL you’ll experience WRATH

    *False ‘believers’ (imposters) will continue to multiply—
        -Don’t be surprised  -Don’t be shaken  -Remember the Word
        -Pay the price . . . press on 

         “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly 
           believed, knowing from whom you learned it.”   2 Timothy 3:14
  (we are learning the Living Word (Jesus) through the written 
         Word (Scripture) as the means to grow as men and 

         women of God! 
