M.B.C. NOTES

It’s Almost Time
Daniel 9:1-19
May 10, 2020
“Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary. 18 Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. 19 Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For your sake, my God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.”                                      Daniel 9:17-19
The Church Regathered begins next weekend!

  -our regathering will look different

  -we will regather with specific recommendations in mind
  -to keep occupancy below 50% capacity – add a service

          (Saturday May 16 @ 5:00 PM
          (Sunday May 17 @ 10:00AM
          (continue to livestream the morning service

  -we have opened our overflow – distancing – sanitizing - safety!

  -NO Sunday School, NO Nursery, NO Children’s Church

We are in greater need of addressing our sin as Believers than    we are of speculating on the details of the return of Jesus!
[I’ve heard it many times—                                                  ]
[         ‘what kind of loving God would allow, let alone       ]
[          cause, such suffering on innocent people?’              ]
[The answer requires clarification and correction—            ]
[   *there are no innocent people— ‘all have sinned’           ]
[   *suffering in the world doesn’t mean God is not love… ]
[      it means that not only is He loving, He is also just!      ]
Just as Israel found herself in exile because of sin we find difficulties today for the very same reason!

The way to live and learn in such times is in light of His Word!
Daniel’s Perception (vv. 1-2)    
=Daniel isn’t down or depressed or discouraged. He’s doing    

     something we should be doing every single day— reading   

     and meditating on the Word!

=God is THE ultimate power; He is Sovereign—
  “Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are 
     his. 21He changes times and seasons; he deposes kings and raises up 
     others. . . the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and 
     gives them to anyone he wishes.”             Daniel 2:20b-21, 25
Daniel’s Prayer (vv. 3-19)

“Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes.” 4 I prayed to the Lord my God . . .”         Daniel 9:3-4a

         True prayer should always be Biblically informed

=because Daniel understood the content of the Word and he 

       grasped the implication of the Word, he then sought the 
       application of the Word in a way consistent with who 

       God is and what He had brought to pass
As Daniel prays— you note 2 primary themes—

   *he confesses the sin of his people (and in doing so you can’t    

         help but notice his identification with them— ‘we’)

   *he majors on the mercy and grace of God
In this prayer of Daniel— 

   *in light of the hope of our regathering as the church
   *in light of all that has happened and all that will come 

let me give you 3 quick focal points as you pray—
(Confess the sin of God’s people – that means identifying with 

        and as Believers

(Confirm that God is right to judge

(Cry Out for Mercy 

    “. . . We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but   

     because of your great mercy. 19 Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear 
     and act! For your sake, my God, do not delay, because your city and   

     your people bear your Name.”                             Daniel 9:18-19
