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“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’”

Psalm 122:1

=some believe the Psalms of Ascent were sung as Israel   

   returned home from the Babylonian exile— we could say, they   

   were sung in anticipation of the regathering of the people of 
   God for corporate worship in the House of God!
Is the missing ingredient in our worship today the joyful anticipation of joining together to exalt the name of God together?
=these Psalms could be called ‘pilgrim psalms’— a collection of 
     Psalms sung (or recited) by pilgrims making their way to one   

     the great festivals in Jerusalem (Passover or Pentecost)
 =a pilgrim is a wanderer, a traveler, a stranger (he knows he’s 
         not at home . . . his home is not this world – his home is 

         represented when he gathers with the people of God)

“When you read the Psalms of Ascent, you should think of yourself as embarking. You are starting a journey . . . They are meant to be read, sung, digested, wrestled over, and most of all put in your backpack and taken with you on a spiritual journey to the father heart of God.”            Josh Moody 
=it comes as no surprise to find this specific theme (the theme 

      of corporate worship as part of the journey to joy as an 

      integral part of the life of a Believer) in the Psalms of Ascent  
         You were made, you were saved to worship your Creator 
          and worship your Redeemer – to give thank to His name 
          in the presence of the assembled community of faith!
   3Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together,
      4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
             as was decreed for Israel,

             to give thanks to the name of the Lord.”   
  =the TRIBES (the tribes of Israel) – becomes a reference to 

       the community of believers in Israel!

    -this is a composite picture of the people of God as a 
       community NOT as individuals . . . it’s not about the 
       individual and his / her preferences; it’s about the 
       community of faith as one!
  “Church is a tent big enough for all of God’s people. There are 
     different tribes with different styles and tastes, but all gather 
     for church. Part of resisting individualism is resisting the 
     natural human tribalism that makes you want to club together 
     only with people like you. Church is bigger than that…”




-Josh Moody
Listen—

-a true Christian wants to ‘go to the house of the Lord’

-one saved by grace is glad to join the family of faith to worship 

Take away the joy of assembly with the family of faith and you take away a major support in your ability to not falter in faith or quit on God altogether!!

(Jerusalem for us as new covenant worshipers is the church, 
       the body of Christ, made up of those for whom Christ has 
       died! 
“The Psalmist was glad for the sake of others; glad that they wished to go themselves, glad that they had the courage and liberality to invite others. He knew that it would do them good; nothing better can happen to men and their friends than to love the place where God’s honor dwells. What a glorious day shall that be when many people shall go and say, ‘Come…let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and He will teach us His ways, and we will walk in His paths.”                                         
-C.H. Spurgeon
