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The Church Regathered: A New Testament Challenge 
Hebrews 10:19-25
May 23-24, 2020
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”                                               Hebrews 10:23-25
“When I saw my governor’s announcement that church gatherings won’t resume until stage 3 of California’s re-opening plan, I was  sad—not because I disputed the high risk such gatherings pose, but because it underscored how low-priority churchgoing has become in contemporary Western culture . . . That we have come to see embodied church gatherings as ‘non-essential’ speaks to a few dynamics that the COVID-19 pandemic didn’t create but has exposed. These dynamics were not imposed by some external, anti-Christian bogeyman; in many cases they are dynamics perpetuated by Christians themselves.”      
         -Brett McCracken, “Why We Don’t See Church As Essential”
“The Western world doesn’t need a more muddled, confused, ‘I loved Jesus but not the church’ Christianity made up of a million different opinions and to-each-his-own permutations. Rather, it needs a true, unified, and eloquent witness to the distinctly alternative vision for the life that Jesus offers. And this will only come with a renewed commitment to the local church in all of its uncomfortable but life-giving community.”                Brett McCracken, Uncomfortable
An Old Testament Encouragement — Psalm 122
 =the context— the community of faith and an involuntary exile
The Church Regathered— A New Testament Challenge
 =the context— the community of faith and a self-imposed exile    
 =the writer of the letter to the Hebrew Christians commands 
      these professing believers to ‘not forsake assembling 
      together’ – you need to regularly go to church!    
Our Reason for Being— The Person / Work of Jesus (v. 19-21)
=the Basis of Christianity, the foundation of the Church, the 

    reason we have forgiveness of sin and hope of eternal life—
    our very reason for being is summed up here (in the repetition 
    of a 3-word phrase— “since we have”
  *since we have confidence to enter the holy place
  *since we have a great High Priest
=you have a personal relationship with God because of Jesus 

     Christ— because of who He is and what He has done—
=Understanding this completely changes your life . . . but it 
      doesn’t mean there are no implications for you . . .and 
      this is where many professing Christians are missing it

Our Reasonable Expectation  – 3 Charges for the Believer in light of the Person and Work of Jesus (v. 22-25)
Draw Near – That’s what Faith does!  (v. 22)
=you don’t realize how radical this is until you understand what 

       it took to approach God in the OT~ 
Hold Fast – That’s what Hope does!  (v. 23)
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.”                 Hebrews 10:23
=the idea is to hold on (to hope in) God’s promises constantly 

     and consistently because we know that He is faithful!!
Think of Your Brothers – That’s what Love does!  (vv. 24-25)
 =Because of what Jesus has done for you, think about others!

 =consider how you can—

       *provoke one another
       *stimulate one another
       *spur one another on— not to irritation, not to frustration, 
            but to love and good deeds—
HOW do you do that—in large part by worshipping together!!
“We need more than just ‘me and Jesus’ faith that has little bearing on the world and gives us little incentive to leave the house.”   - Brett McCracken

