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“Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.’

2And he said to them, ‘When you pray, say:  ‘Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come. 3Give us each day our daily bread,  4and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.’” 
                    Luke 11:1-4
   “If life’s first necessity is to let the Lord speak to us, its second necessity is surely that we should speak to the Lord. We must pray… Next to the wonder of his being willing to talk to us, is the inexpressible honor of our being allowed to talk to Him. . .  to develop that personal relationship between ourselves and Him which is the chief goal of our creation.”

David Gooding
“The New Testament commands us to pray. It commands us to pray without ceasing. It commands us to continue in prayer. It commands us to pray always. It commands us in everything by prayer and supplication to make 
our requests made known unto God . . . prayer is to be a way of life for us. It is to be constant. It is to be relentless . . .You could never pray too much 
since you’re commanded to pray all the time. You could pray about too

many things since you’re commanded to pray concerning everything . . . You cannot say too much to God. You can only say too little. You cannot speak too often with Him. You could only speak too seldom with Him.”





John MacArthur
“Prayer is the highest activity of the human soul.”





Martyn Lloyd-Jones

“Lord, teach us to pray as John taught his disciples to pray.”
2 things drive the request –

     *they have just heard Jesus praying

     *and they have friends who follow John (some of them had at 
one time been followers–disciples of John)

( There is a good practical lesson for us here–
        =How do you “pray better’ . . . how do you learn to grow in 


your prayer life?
=for some 1,900 years we’ve call it The Lord’s Prayer (because  

       it’s the prayer that the Lord teaches His disciples–actually it 
       is not a ‘pray’ as much as it is an outline of or a model for 

       prayer

Why do you think the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to Pray?

(because pray doesn’t come naturally to us!
(because pray is a struggle for the average Believer–
Observation 1: When You Pray . . . Pray the Bible
=one of the biggest hindrances to praying is not knowing what to 

pray!

=everything Jesus tells them – the specifics of this prayer pattern   

         that He gives to them (and us) is rooted in Scripture

=Jesus is teaching His disciples to pray directly from Scripture!

If you want to pray like Jesus, pray the Bible.
   “Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God in the 

name of Christ by the help of His Spirit with confession of   

            our sins and thankful acknowledgement of His mercies.”
   



-Westminster Larger Catechism
Observation 2: When You Pray . . . Pray to Your Father
‘And he said to them, ‘When you pray, say: ‘Father…’” Luke 11:2a
The basic, fundamental teaching of the NT is that a Believer– prays TO the Father BY the Son THROUGH the Spirit

     “In the Lord’s Prayer Jesus authorizes His disciples to repeat the word, ‘Abba’, after Him, He gives them a share in His sonship and empowers them, as His disciples, to speak with their heavenly Father in just such a familiar trusting way as a child would with his father.”



Joachim Jeremias


